HEMED Decolonlsation.

Lendership and Knowlsdgs

Democracy in the st Cen-
tury, the International Conference
o Decolonisstln = the third in
the serbet — was held in the coun-
ity bast weeh,

Co-hosted by the Higher Eda-
cation Leadership Acsdemy, Und-
versity of Mottingham
Malaysin Campus and
Universitl Sains islam
Maloysia [USIM)E it
broughi together speak-
ers-practitioners from
ground the world for &
three-day intense dis-
COLLSE.

The keynote sddress
was delivered by Alumed
Keeler, Distinguished
Fellow of the Toan Guam
Hajl Mohd Yassin
Muhammad Islamic

Lesdership Chadr at the

In search of balance

Much has been =sid sbour this.
Including the so-called 2ist cen-
tury skills, The notion of o balance,

Asma made ipnl.-ll'll:
mentlon of the need for
balancing tangibles and
intangibles so that edu-
cation s not left withour a
soul, prodicing merely
good employess bul not
good citizens and humsn

Faculty of Leadership UmversitiSaing 40y of merchantien-
and Management |n IHom Lrepreneus.
USIM, The event waa of-  Emall kit Each has cleary de-
fAclated by Higher Eduy- fdwcatfon@nrl.  fined jeadership rales
cation director-gensral COMLMY that delernine the overall
Professor Dotwk Asma s — — —— balance. and therefore
mail. “well-being™ of the hu-
Hoth speakers sef the tone for the  man person, the communiny and,

noed for lasting changes and new
dens to move the higher education
agenda forward in the 215t cemtury

indeed, the civillsation in general.
The Imporance of leadership
with respect 10 knowledge democ-

rEcy was touched upon througheie
the conference.

Directly or otherwize, this is
closely assoclated with the process
ol decolonisation b bringlng back
balanee through education.

It is ey bonger mdequate to look st
nuriuring the individual and his
commimity i detached or siloed
Eashbon, without recognising the
comtext of the local commvianicy
and the attepdant cultural values
and nerms,

Puit slmphy, the organkc mots of
the education sysiem, which are
often uprooted and rendered ir-
relewant through colonial prooess-

rediscoy-

codlapee, dragging the chvilisation
wihth them.

This ks often preceded by an “ex-
meme” @nte of alfalms where the
pendulum mwings far beyond s
owti limirs, invarlably Forcing an
instability of sors.

Thin seems (o be the case of the
“mesdern” that purports continuesd
growih without any understanding
of s own limits.

And that growth hes o be ar-
tilicially suppored through an un-
ending need for change — at thases
called “innovation™ — by dismupl-
g the very sseice of maintaln-
ing & harmonious balance.

Om the comtrary, in most ira-
ditlonal socleties, the idea of bal-
mfyce was an integral part of the way
of lifie before | was supplanted by
“mdern” lssues of ecological crisis
previously unheand of, st least poi
in the catastrophic dimensions as
frequently seen today.

Humans then are conselous
enoigh 1o apprecise matntaining
bakance — n relatlonal state of ne-
wpiect for natwre of which they ane
part af.

Destroying that relationship
wotbd entail threatening their very
cxistemoe &8 nature undergoes its
own demise.

Of lare, Malaysin fas witnessed
this too clearly, aflseit fust the tip of
the leeberg Floods are telluale
sins that wo have tansgressed the
relafional covenant thar we have
lorged with natvre since the days of
oilf forefithers.

And It s therefore only nshirsl
that we pay the price for this trans-
gresskon with our lives.

It = not as thowugh we are un-

ol Bilifce

swife of 1he imponanee

since the Mational of
Education or Felafah Pe "
Kebanguan makes specifle men-

tion of the need to ourture a bal-
anced human person (insen selm-

In fsct it even recognbses the
essence of ian seimbang in the
context of the spiritual, ineellec-
tual, and emotional nexus
which could easily be ranslated
inte the saint/scholar, war-
rlorfstatesman ond merchaft'en-
trepreneur framework,

The issue remadns — will it be in
i hnrmonic balance (in the wards
of the National Philosophy of Ed-
ucstion)? This. no doubi. poses a
beadership challenge moving for
warel
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