Top award
for green effort

Frio's idea fo treat.waste water using
dragon fruit stem captivates judges
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HREE undergraduate research stugdents

at Universili Sains Malaysia (LSBT

found out that the delicicus dr,
fruit i nat onky good for one’s health, bur
that itz stem could be wsed to Ineal wasie
water.

Their unique discovery captivated the
Judges and helped them beat 117 other
projects in the Movel Reseanch and Innevation
C?]l'll'lcplﬂil'imllmﬁ] 2014, bagging them the
MNREIC 2014 Best Award, trophy, RMS.000 and
cemificates. *

The three chemical engineering students.
also received a pold medal for telr innova-
tion at the NRIC 2014 prize-giving ceremony
at Sunshine . Bayan Baru recently.

NRIC is arganised by USM's Student
Representative Council and is an anpual evend
wiich pits the participant’s final-year projest
against others,

Leslie Ewe Fang Jun, 25, said the idea came
fram his final-year project a5 he was laoking
for more natural ways 1o treal waste watir,

“(¥ten, chemicals such as aluminium sul-
phate or poly aluminiuem chlorde ane mixed
o the water to coagulate with suspendad
solids and drag it below the water surface.

“This is unfhicalthy as there could be trace
amounts of heavy metals present in the treat-
& water. Therefare a natural, hindegradable
freatment is needed,” he said.

Ewe said together with his bwa teami-
mates, T. Vjayan, 23, and Mehammad Zamani
Zakaria, 23, they took 10 months 1o complere
the research, adding that they also Uried varni-
gus items sych as aloe vera and papaya seeds.

Ewe said the dfapon [l stem produced
he best results as it does not contain heavy
metals and could teat waste warer.

“We are really surprised with the win and
hape that our research product can be com-
mercialised in the futere,” he said,

Yjayan alsa won the NRIC 2014 Best
Presenter Award, taking home an exlra
Fh1,000 and a wophy.

UsM depury vice-chancellar (1ndustey
and Commanity Network) Frofl Datuk Dr See
Ching Mey nied USM's vice-chancel-
ar Praf Damuk Or Omar Osman at the closing
Ceremony.

Atotal 18 projects won gold medals, 29
won silver medals and 41 projects won the
bromze medals.

Among the silver medallist was Mohd
MNazmi Mohd Salleh, 29, fnom Universiti Saing
kskam Balaysia (USIM ), whe alse won the Juiy
Special Award for DKL an award introduced
at the NRIC this year.

sohd Nazmi and his teammates designed
the -0, an innovative watker which has
wheels for mobility and straps designed bo

hags or even allow the user to St on it
a% paraplegic Kelantanese said he was
inspired to upgrade the walker after he found
its uses limited. .
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