DPM launches Usim chair
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ACADEMIA: Tuan
Guru Mohd Yassin
Muhammad chair
can conduct studies
on nation's leaders’

ALAMG BENDAHARA
HILAI

alangg@nst.com.iy

HE status of Islam as the
Treligiu:m of the federation

and the freedom accorded to
other religions to be practised in
peace and harmony s the perfect
balance for a multireligious and
multicultural country like
Malaysia.

Deputy Prime Minister Tan Srl
Muhyiddin Yassin said yesterday,
after the launch of the Tuan Guru
Mohd Yassin Muhammad Islamic
leadership chair at Universiti Sains
Islam Malaysia (Usim), that the
foundations laid by the country’s
forefathers enabled Malaysia to be-
come a model Islamic country that
wias democratic, stable and pro-
Eressive.

He said non-Muslims could set

+up and manage any place of wor-
ship or religious institution in the
country as “conflicts between re-
liglons leading to bloody con-
frontations does not happen
here”.

Muhyiddin, who is also educa-
tion minister, said academicians
should study the country’s lead-
ership style over the decades to
record the nation's development
into a modern Islamic nation.

“The Tuan Guru Mohd Yassin
Muhammad chair could become
the pioneer for comprehensive aca-
demic studies on the character-
istics and values of contemporary
Islamic leadership that relates to
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chegue for RM300,000 by a member of the Nurnl Yageen Foundation's board of trustees, Datuk Dr Ismieil
Ibrakim (left) to Usim vice-chancellor Prof Datuk Dr Musa ARmad, With them (s Negri Sembilan Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Mohamad Hesan (second from right). Pic by lqmal Hagim Rosman

the demands of today’s modern
soclety,” he sald.

Islamic leadership, Mubyiddin
said, does not only cover the spir-
itual aspects bur also the nation's
and its people’s progress in eco-
nomic and soclal development, ed-
ucation, science and technology.

In thanking Usim for setting up
the academic chair named after his
late father, Muhyiddin said: "The
establishment of this chair Is in
line with our aim to raise the stand-
ing of the Muslim community in
the world.”

The chalr was sef up to embody
the leadership gualities of Tuan
Guru Mohd Yassin, who was pro-
gresslve, proactive and champi-

oned the interests of the Malay
agenda and Islamic development,
particularly through education and
administration.

“The government supports this
initiative and I call on all aca-
demicians to conduct significant
research through this chair.”

The chair was established in col-
laboration with the Numil Yageen
Foundation, of which he is chair-
man. Placed under Usim’s faculty
of leadership and management, it
will recelve RMS00,000 each year.,

Former Universiti Sains Malaysia
vice-chancellor Professor Tan Sri
Dzulkifli Abdul Razak was appoint-
ed the frst holder of the chalr In
Anpgust.

Dzulkifli is the president of the
Paris-based International Associ-
ation of Universities, a Malaysian
Academy of Sclences fellow, and a
member of the World Academy of
Art and Sciences Management.

His columns have appeared reg-
ularly in the New Straiis Times
since 1995, focusing on issues re-
lated to education, science and cur-
rent affairs. ?

Later, Muhyiddin witnessed the
signing of a memorandum of un-
derstanding between the MNurul
Yageen Foundation and Usim on
the establishment of the chair.

Present was MNegri Sembilan
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Mo-
hamad Hasan.
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