USIM’S Winning ‘'KERETA BERHIAS’
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from right), leunching USIM s Merdeka Celebration

Malaysia celebrared irs 50™ year of Independence on 317 August 2007, Various
activities were carried our throughour the counrry from 17 August ro 16°
Seprember 2007, The Islamic Science University of Malaysia (USIM) joined
the celebrarions to show our gratitude for having inherited a nation that 1s free
o determine its own development.

At the Negeri Sembilan state level, on the night of 30% August 2007, USIM
participared in the KERETA BERHIAS procession. On 31st August 2007, the
Univenity participated in the Independence Day Parade, held ar the Majlis
Perbandaran Seremban field.

USIM's KERETA BERHIAS, with the theme Yowards Enbuncing Inellectial
Fixvellence, highlighred USIM’s contributions through its varions academic

programs to human capital development. Thiree-eight lecturers and students of

various narionalities partcipated in the parade. USIM was declared the
champion and waltked away with the grand prize of RM 10,000,

USIM carried out swo programs under the Ministry of Higher Education’s
{(MOHE} Independence Month celebrations. First, the University coordinated
the preparation and publication of sermons for Friday pravers and doas relating
to Independence. riday Pravers’ Sermons on four topics were read out over a
pericd of four consecutive weeks afrer the launch of the Merdeka Manth
Celebrations, The four vopics were Slemn, Patriotism and Independence, Togethes

in Realising Independence, In Remembrince of Independence Fighters, and The
Stweetmen q/'Iam’r/n'ud'.-'a.f;'r. The sermons and dags were printed in booklet forms
and distribured by the MOITIE to be delivered by imams in afl public

universities masques.

Second, USIM coordinared the publication of newspaper articles relaring o
various socioeconomic issues. Berita Harian published selecred anicles daily
{excepr on Sundays) from 17* of Augusr to 16ch of Seprember 2007, USIM
plans o publish dhese and other articles as a book. A separate book, on the
theme Fifry Years af Filamiie H.r;{fvr Feducation, is alsn [\rin;: wriiren,

USIM hosted the faunch of Lavian Obor Kemerdekaun D'SIPMA 2007, on 14
August 2007, an the Nilai Indour Stadium {now under USIM'S nanagement).
A rorch was carried from USIM o the Tligher Pducation Ministry's foyer in
Purrajaya before continuing, iy journey 10 Univensiei Utara Malaysia, the host
of this prestigious sparting evenr.

USIM also hosted the last leg ol Larian Kemerdekuan Kemenverian Pengajiian
Tingg, starring ar USIM's Chancellery and ending at UiTM in Shah Alam. on
30° August 2007, Prol. Daro” D, Abdul Shukor Hi. Husin, witnessed by senior
university staff, flagged oft the run. Various seudenis from public and private
university colleges, polytechnics as well as community colleges participated in
the run,

The launch of the Merdeka Meansth Celebntions av Studenr Affairs level ok
place on the night of 17 August 2007, at the Nilam Courr Residential College.
Y. Bhg. Dare’ Mohd [vahan Abd. Latil, member of the University’s Board of
Direcrors, othiciared rthe launch. Studenss and seaff showeased parrioric songs,
and recited poems and panrins,

The month long celebrations saw many other programa tiking place, either on
campus of ar residential colleges. They included orarory, sasyid pecfarmances,
essay writing competitions, lora, talks, and patriotic film shows. The
countdown was organized by the Studenis’ Representative Council and
officiated by the Viee Chancellor. Students performed pantomime, and sang
masyid and patriotic songs. The appearance of the vicrarious KERETA
BERHIAS, just alter midmight on 31 August, enlivened the occasion.

Celebration of the Independence Mondh by the University was held -in the
morning of 3 Seprember, 2007, The event started ofl with a march-past of all
contingents representing varions deparmmenrs, divisions and units, including
students and unifoemed unies, This was folowed by the boisting of the fafur
Gemilang, a creative performance, and che singing of parmiotic songs. Prof. Daro’
Dr. Abdul Shukor Hj. Husin, Vice Chancelloe of USIM, delivered a stirring

speech. Daro’ VO reminded how forrunate Malaysians and USIM's staff are 0
live in this blessed and beautiful country. He spoke ol the need o fuce the
challenges ahead and ro actualise che Independence char was hard foughe for by
our forefathers. There i a need o prepare the young gencratian so that it is able
ta mould rthe country in its second phase of Independence, ro achieve Vision
2020 and develop long term plans for the nest 50 years. He stressed USIM's
cenrral role in training human capiral that is comperent 1o spearhead the furure

development of the people and the country.

USIM s Kereta Berhias — The Champion
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