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Wacana Pertama
INFAD

ada 30 September 2003 bersamaan 4 Syaaban
P 1424H yang lalu, bertempat di Hotel De Palma,
Ampang telah diadakan Majlis Perasmian Siri
Wacana INFAD yang telah disempurnakan oleh Y. Bhg Prof.
Dato’ Dr. Abdullah Muhammad Zin, Timbalan Rektor

Akademik & Penyelidikan, KUIM. Turut hadir adalah
Pemangku Pengarah INFAD, Prof. Dr. Abdul Samat Musa,

Penyelaras-Penyelaras INFAD serta kakitangan akademik KUIM.

Sambutan peserta amat menggalak-
kan yang terdiri daripada para Mufti,
pegawai Jabatan Agama Islam, JAKIM
dan pelbagai jabatan kerajaan.

Sebanyak tiga kertas kerja telah
dibentangkan daripada mereka yang
pakar dan mempunyai pengalaman
yang luas berkaitan dengan penyeli-
dikan berkenaan fatwa di Malaysia.
Sesi pembentangan kertas kerja ini

‘telah dipengerusikan oleh Y. Bhg. Prof.

Dr. Mohamed Asin Dollah, Dekan
Fakulti Kepimpinan dan Pengurusan,
KUIM. Kertas kerja pertama telah
dibentangkan oleh Tuan Haji Wan
Mohamad Wan Abdul Aziz, Ketua
Pengarah Bahagian Penyelidikan
JAKIM yang telah membincangkan
kertas kerja yang bertajuk “Peng-
urusan Fatwa - Realiti dan Cabaran di
Malaysia”.

Kertas kerja kedua telah diben-
tangkan oleh Prof. Madya Dr. Ali Yakub

Matondang merangkap Penyelaras
Bahagian Perundingan dan Khidmat
Kepakaran, INFAD yang telah membin-
cangkan kertas kerjanya bertajuk
“Proses dan Pengurusan Fatwa di Indo-
nesia”. Kertas kerja ketiga telah
dibentangkan oleh Prof. Madya Dr.
Ahmad Hidayat Buang, pensyarah
Akademik Pengajian Islam, Universiti
Malaya yang telah membincangkan
kertas kerjanya iaitu “Fatwa Satu Kajian
di Malaysia”.

Siri Wacana INFAD kali pertama ini
meskipun diadakan selama setengah
hari telah mencapai objektifnya apabila
terdapat banyak maklumat dan isu yang
dibincangkan bersama oleh peserta
dengan pembentang kertas kerja.
Mudah-mudahan Siri Wacana INFAD
yang pertama ini menjadi perintis untuk
siri wacana yang akan datang. Insya
Allah.
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INFAD dan INNOVASIA
tandatangani MoA

Pada 10 September 2003, Institut Pengurusan dan Penyelidikan
Fatwa Sedunia {INFAD) telah menandatangani satu memorandum
perjanjian (MoA) dengan Innovation City Sdn. Bhd. (Innovasia)
bertempat di Kolej Universiti Islam Malaysia (KUIM). Melalui
perjanjian ini, Innovasia bertanggungjawab untuk membangunkan
sistem pengurusan fatwa untuk INFAD. Prototaip sistem pengurusan
fatwa tersebut telahpun siap dan telah dipamerkan pada
Persidangan Ketua Negara Islam (OIC) yang telah berlangsung pada
11 hingga 18 Oktober yang lalu.

Dalam maijlis tersebut, INFAD diwakili oleh Y. Bhg. Prof. Dato’ Dr.
Abdul Shukor Hj. Husin, Rektor KUIM dan Innovasia diwakili oleh En.
Roslan Bakri Zakaria, Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif Innovasia. Perjanjian
tersebut telah disaksikan oleh Tn. Hj. Addenan Abdul Rahman,
Pendaftar KUIM dan En. Muhammad Aziph Mustapha, Ketua Informasi
Innovasia.

Sistem ini akan dilancarkan pada tahun 2004 dan mula
beroperasi sepenuhnya setelah KUIM berpindah ke kampus tetap
di Nilai, Negeri Sembilan. Melalui sistem ini, semua maklumat

berkenaan fatwa akan dapat diakses oleh seluruh masyarakat.
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Dari d”‘i/a Editor

Alhamdulillah syukur ke hadrat lllahi kerana dengan limpah kurniaNya BULETIN INFAD keluaran kedua ini
telah berjaya diterbitkan. Di kesempatan ini, kami dari Sidang Pengarang BULETIN INFAD ingin
mengucapkan terima kasih kepada semua yang terlibat dalam penerbitan Buletin ini di atas sokongan
yang berterusan. Sekiranya pihak anda ingin memberi sumbangan dalam bentuk berita, artikel, pendapat,
gambar dan sebagainya yang berkaitan dengan Fatwa, sila kemukakan kepada kami di alamat seperti

berikut:
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ILIM ANJUR KURSUS PEMBANGUNAN

Buletin INFAD |

DAN PENGEMBANGAN FATWA

NEGARA MABIMS

Pengajian Pengurusan Hal Ehwal Islam, Institut

Latihan Islam Malaysia (ILIM), Jabatan
Kemajuan Islam Malaysia telah menganjurkan Kursus
Pembangunan dan Pengembangan Fatwa Negara
MABIMS (Pertemuan Tahunan Tidak Rasmi Menteri-
Menteri Agama Negara Brunei Darussalam, Republik
Indonesia, Malaysia dan Republik Singapura)
bertempat di Hotel City Bayview, Langkawi, Kedah.

Kursus ini telah dihadiri oleh hampir 40 orang
peserta yang terdiri daripada para Mufti setiap negeri
di Malaysia dan beberapa orang wakil daripada Jabatan
Agama Islam Indonesia, Jabatan Mufti Majlis Ugama
Islam Singapura (MUIS), Jabatan Mufti Negara Brunei
Darussalam, Majlis Ulamak Patani, Thailand serta
beberapa orang wakil institusi pendidikan tinggi dan
jabatan agama tempatan. Pihak INFAD telah diwakili
oleh Penyelaras Bahagian Sumber dan Dokumentasi
iaitu Encik Md Yunus bin Abd Aziz.

Antara objektif kursus ini diadakan adalah untuk
meningkatkan kemahiran dan pembentukan fatwa
para peserta selain bertukar-tukar fikiran dalam
menangani isu-isu terkini dalam fatwa dan masalah-
masalah yang timbul. Kursus ini juga telah dapat
mengeratkan lagi kerjasama antara negara anggota
MABIMS dalam menghadapi perkembangan arus
semasa dan globalisasi.

Sebanyak lapan kertas kerja telah dibentangkan
merangkumi pelbagai aspek yang berkaitan dengan
fatwa. Antaranya ialah Pembentukan Fatwa: Sejarah,
Kaedah dan Sumber oleh Prof. Madya Dr. Ahmad
Hidayat bin Buang dari Universiti Malaya (UM), Uruf
dan Adat Semasa Sebagai Asas Penentu Hukum yang
Tiada Nas oleh Prof. Madya Mohd. Saleh bin Hj. Md.
@ Ahmad (UM) dan Peranan Fatwa dalam
Pembangunan Masyarakat oleh Prof. Madya Datin Dr.
Siti Zalikhah binti Md. Nor dari Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia. Pembentangan kertas kerja turut dilakukan
oleh peserta-peserta dari Indonesia, Brunei dan
Singapura.

Di akhir kursus, para peserta telah mengemukakan
beberapa resolusi kepada pihak yang berkaitan untuk
diambil tindakan. Antara resolusi tersebut adalah
Penubuhan Majlis Fugaha’ di setiap negara dan

Pada 18 — 20 Ogos 2003 yang lalu, Pusat

seterusnya di peringkat rantau Asia Tenggara,
memanfaatkan sepenuhnya teknologi maklumat dan
komunikasi (ICT) dalam bidang fatwa, penyertaan
wanita dalam Jawatankuasa Hukum Syara’,
penyusunan indeks fatwa dalam bentuk on-/ine dan
melakukan usaha penulisan dan penterjemahan karya-
karya figh oleh Jabatan Mufti.

KURSUS FATWA MABIMS:

Sesi pembentangan dari wakil Negara Brunei
Darussalam, Indonesia dan Singapura (gambar atas).

Manakala gambar bawah ialah sesi soal jawab oleh
para perwakilan pada majlis yang sama.
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INFAD DI EKSPO OIC,
PUTRAJAYA

Pada 14 -19 Oktober, bersempena dengan Persidangan
Negara-negara Islam (OIC) 2003, satu pameran
INFAD/KUIM telah diadakan di tapak Expo OIC 2003
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bersebelahan dengan Putrajaya Convention Centre di

Putrajaya. Pameran ini diadakan bertujuan untuk
memperkenalkan Institut Pengurusan dan Penyelidikan
Fatwa Sedunia (INFAD) kepada masyarakat Islam
seluruh dunia yang mengunjungi pameran ini. Di
samping itu, INFAD mengambil peluang
memperkenalkan prototaip Sistem Pengurusan Fatwa
atau Fatwa Management System (FMS) kepada orang
ramai.

Di pameran tersebut, demonstrasi prototaip FMS
telah dipersembahkan kepada para pengunjung. FMS
diperkenalkan sebagai salah satu cara untuk
mengumpulkan data-data serta maklumat berkenaan
dengan fatwa dari seluruh dunia di dalam satu sistem

=

Gambar menunjukkan suasana di ruang pameran INFAD sewaktu
berlangsungnya Ekspo OIC, Putrajaya. Antara yang turut melawat
ruang pameran INFAD ialah D.Y.M.M. Tuanku Canselor KUIM; )

pengurusan yang lengkap. Para pengunjung diberi
penerangan serta peluang untuk menggunakan FMS
dan memahami keperluannya secara mendalam.
Sambutan orang ramai terhadap pameran INFAD/
KUIM ini sangat memberangsangkan. Pusat pameran
ini turut menerima tetamu kehormat seperti D.Y.M.M
Tuanku Jaafar Al- Haj Ibni Al- Marhum Tuanku Abdul
Rahman, D.Y.M.M Tuanku Najihah Binti Al- Marhum
Tuanku Besar Burhanuddin (Canselor KUIM), Tan Sri
Dr. Mohamad Yusof Noor (Pengerusi LPU KUIM) dan
wakil-wakil dari pejabat kedutaan negara-negara lain.
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Maklumat Peribadi

: Dato’ Haji Hassan bin Haji Ahmad

: 62 tahun

: Permatang Sungai Dua, Kepala Batas,
Seberang Perai, Pulau Pinang

: Mufti Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

: Jabatan Mufti Negeri Pulau Pinang

Nama penuh
Umur
Tempat lahir

Jawatan
Tempat bertugas

Maklumat Akademik

1973 : B.A. Fakulti Syariah dan Undang-Undang,
Yayasan Pengajian Tinggi Islam Kelantan (YPTIK)
Nilam Puri, Kelantan.

1975 : ML.A. Fakulti Syariah, Universiti Al-Azhar, Mesir.

Jawatan yang sedang disandang

Ahli Majlis Penasihat Syariah, Suruhanjaya Sekuriti

Ahli Majlis Penasihat Syariah Kebangsaan untuk Perbankan Islam dan Takaful di Bank Negara Malaysia
Lembaga Pengarah As-Sahabah Zakat, Majlis Agama Islam Negeri Pulau Pinang

Ahli Majlis Agama Islam Negeri Pulau Pinang

Penaung Sekretariat Alumni, Maahad Tahfiz Al-Quran Wal Qiraat, Pulau Pinang

Ahli Majlis Penasihat Syariah, KFC Holdings

Ahli Majlis Penasihat Syariah, Sistem Perbankan Islam Maybank

Ahli Jawantankuasa Penasihat Ibadat Haji di Tabung Haji/Pusat Islam

Ahli Majlis Pengawasan Syariah, Bank Kerjasama Rakyat Malaysia

VIO W 040,
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Hasil Penulisan Buku/Kitab

Tajuk : Al-Mafhum wa Maugqif al-usuliyina min Hujjiyatih
Penerbit : Hizbi, Shah Alam

Tahun diterbitkan : 1998

Tajuk : Usul al-Figh

Penerbit : Pustaka Haji Abd. Majid, Taman Ihsan Kepong, Selangor
Tahun diterbitkan ~ : 1998

Tajuk . Kaedah dan Peraturan Pajak Gadai Mengikut Kehendak Islam

Penerbit
Tahun diterbitkan

Tajuk

. Jabatan Mufti Negeri Pulau Pinang
;2002

: Riwayat Hidup Imam A-Nawawi

Penerbit
Tahun diterbitkan

: Jabatan Mufti Negeri Pulau Pinang
2002

LAMAN WEB MENGENAI FATWA
Fataawa Mukhtarah (Fatwa Terpilih) - Markaz al-Fatwa

Penerangan: Tapak web ini dibangunkan oleh oleh Markaz al-Fatwa (Pusat Fatwa) dan disiarkan dalam Bahasa
Inggeris dan Arab. la terkandung dalam capaian /lslamweb yang memaparkan maklumat berkenaan Pendidikan,
Sejarah, Bahasa, Ketamadunan, Geografi, dan sebagainya.

http://islamweb.net/pls/iweb/FATWA.selected ?startno=0&vlang=A

Fatwa Berkenaan Wanita
Penerangan: Edisi internet ini adalah berdasarkan buku yang bertajuk “Islamic Fatawa Regarding Women” yang
dikompilasi oleh Muhammed al-Musnad dan diterjemahkan oleh Jamal Zarabozo merupakan sebahagian daripada
kandungan buku tersebut.

http://www.uh.edu/campus/msa/articles/fatawawom/Content.himl

)
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SISTEM PENGURUSAN FATWA INFAD

DARI SUDUT TEKNIKAL

(Oleh : Dr. Adel M. Abdulaziz)

Majlis Pelancaran INFAD

Ildea awal penubuhan Institut Pengurusan dan
Penyelidikan Fatwa Sedunia (INFAD) dicetuskan oleh
Y. Bhg. Tan Sri Dr. Mohamad Yusof Noor, Pengerusi
Lembaga Pengarah Kolej Universiti Islam Malaysia
(KUIM). Majlis pelancaran INFAD telah dilaksanakan
pada 26hb Mei 2003, oleh Y. Bhg. Brig. Jen. (B) Dato’
Seri Abdul Hamid Hj. Zainal Abidin, Menteri di Jabatan
Perdana Menteri. Penubuhan INFAD ini adalah
selaras dengan perancangan KUIM untuk
mewujudkan beberapa pusat kecemerlangan. la juga
seiring dengan matlamat penubuhan KUIM iaitu
memartabatkan tradisi keilmuan Islam di Malaysia dan
menyumbang kepada masyarakat Islam sedunia.

Menurut Y. Bhg. Brig. Jen. (B) Dato’ Seri Abdul
Hamid Hj. Zainal Abidin, INFAD akan
mempercepatkan penggunaan fatwa yang akan
membantu umat Islam mencari penyelesaian kepada
permasalahan mereka. Beliau juga menekankan
bahawa INFAD bukanlah sebuah badan yang
mengeluarkan fatwa, sebaliknya ia merupakan badan
penyelidikan dan perundingan. Tegas beliau lagi,
INFAD bertindak sebagai pusat penyelidikan,
penerbitan, perundingan dan pengurusan fatwa.
INFAD bukan mengambil alih tugas. institusi fatwa,
sebaliknya ia membantu memantapkan institusi fatwa
dalam membuat keputusan dan menerangkan
sesuatu dasar yang diperlukan berkenaan pengurusan
fatwa.

Menurut Pemangku Pengarah INFAD, Profesor Dr.
Hj. Abdul Samat Musa, INFAD berhasrat untuk
menjadi institusi penyelidikan, perundingan dan pusat
pengurusan maklumat berkaitan fatwa bertaraf
antarabangsa yang terkenal dan mendapat
pengiktirafan semua peringkat sama ada di peringkat
tempatan, serantau mahupun antarabangsa.

Antara aktiviti-aktiviti yang dilaksanakan oleh
INFAD ialah penyelidikan berkaitan fatwa, kerelevanan
fatwa dengan keadaan semasa dan pengurusan
institusi-institusi fatwa. Aktiviti-aktiviti lain termasuk

R

membuat analisis dan mengklasifikasikan fatwa yang
dikeluarkan oleh negara-negara Islam dan kumpulan
masyarakat Islam minoriti. INFAD juga mengkaji
proses pengeluaran dan mekanisme penguatkuasaan
fatwa dan juga implikasi fatwa kepada masyarakat.

Selain daripada aktiviti penyelidikan, INFAD juga
melaksanakan penerbitan dan pendokumentasian
hasil-hasif penyelidikan, menganjurkan seminar-semi-
nar berkaitan fatwa, memasar dan menawarkan pakej-
pakej perkhidmatan perundingan, khidmat nasihat
pakar dan modul latihan berkaitan fatwa dan
perundangan lIslam. Seorang penyelaras yang
berkelayakan akan memantau setiap akliviti.

Sistem Pengurusan Fatwa

Satu prototaip sistem pengurusan maklumat dipanggil
Sistem Pengurusan Fatwa (Fatwa Management Sys-
tem - FMS) sedang dibangunkan oleh Institut
Pengurusan dan Penyelidikan Fatwa Sedunia
(INFAD). la adalah satu permulaan dalam
memperlengkapkan INFAD dengan peralatan
berasaskan pengetahuan holistik (holistic knowledge-
based tool) untuk pelaksanaan penyelidikan dan
pengurusan fatwa sedunia yang lebih sistematik.

Fatwa memainkan peranan penting dalam Islam
kerana ia membantu menerangkan wahyu dari sudut
agama dan pandangan semasa. Di dalam dunia yang
bergerak pantas ini, umat Islam memerlukan data
yang tepat dan terkini untuk membantu membuat
keputusan yang bijak. INFAD berhasrat untuk menjadi
pusat rujukan global yang utama yang mana maklumat
terkini dan tepat boleh diperolehi dengan mudah
menggunakan teknologi maklumat yang canggih bagi
mengisi keadaan vakum di dalam dunia Islam masa
kKini. Kemudahan mengakses pengkalan data
penyelidikan fatwa di INFAD, iaitu sebahagian
daripada FMS, akan membolehkan pengguna (seperti
para penyelidik, badan yang mengeluarkan fatwa,
para ulama, pelajar, badan korporat dan orang awam)
untuk membuat kajian berkaitan isu yang
berhubungkait dengan fatwa.



Sistem FMS akan menggabungkan beberapa ciri
contohnya, usahasama, pengurusan kandungan,
pencarian data, akses pelbagai peringkat, transaksi
terjamin, pendigitalisasi, penjadualan dan penerbitan
bagi memenuhi keperiuan INFAD, Selain dari itu, FMS
juga akan menggabungkan peralatan untuk
mengesan surah-surah Al-Quran dan hadis yang
digunapakai oleh sesuatu fatwa, biografi cendikiawan,
peristiwa yang menyebabkan pengeluaran fatwa dan
perbandingan di antara fatwa dari pelusuk yang
berlainan di dunia ini. Penggabungan ini akan menjadi
tulang belakang kepada sistem maklumat INFAD. la
diharapkan akan mendorong INFAD menjadi institusi
yang unik dan amat berharga di alam global ini.

Matlamat yang murni ini akan membolehkan
INFAD memperkukuhkan asasnya dan menjadi
pemangkin untuk tujuan penyelidikan, pengumpulan
maklumat dan kerjasama dengan para sarjana. INFAD
juga boleh membantu menerangkan dasar-dasar
tertentu kepada pihak-pihak yang berminat di dalam
membuat keputusan yang wajar berasaskan fatwa dan
akan menjadi sumber maklumat yang mutlak kepada
institusi maklumat sedunia.

Buletin INFAD )

Kerjasama Global -
kepentingan Ummah

bekerjasama untuk

Di dalam merealisasikan matlamat dan aspirasi
INFAD, bantuan, penerimaan dan kerjasama banyak
pihak amat diperlukan. FMS membolehkan para
penyelidik, pengeluar fatwa, pusat pengajian tinggi
dan pihak-pihak yang berminat dari seluruh dunia
untuk bekerjasama mengkaji fatwa. Peralatan yang
canggih akan disediakan untuk kegunaan mereka
yang terlibat dengan INFAD bagi merapatkan jurang
~di antara orang ramai dan meningkatkan kerjasama
kumpulan. INFAD juga diharap dapat menjadi tulang
belakang dalam usaha global untuk kecemerlangan
Ummah, InshaAllah.

SISTEM PENGURUSAN FATWA

Sistem akan dibangunkan dan fungsinya
akan diperkembangkan berdasarkan
maklumbalas pengguna

Peringkat Penyimpananw
Data

Pangkalan
Data FMS

/ Pengurusan Isi

Kandungan w
Pengurusan Ist Kandungan
Fatwa

Modul Bersepadau

Modul Carian Simpanan

Perbandingan Modul Isi

Kandungan
TS Modul Pengurusan
Pengguna

o _ /

Data sentiasa dikemaskini
dan disimpan di bahagian

Arkib atau offline

Penyelidik mempunyai
akses kepada sistem
di peringkat lanjutan

Rakan usahasama menyumbang kepada
isi kandungan dan bahan secara online

Fungsi Pengguna

pengguna membuka akaun
mempunyai akses kepada isi
kandungan
berkemampuan membuat
ulasan ke atas penyelidikan
fatwa

- mengkaji semula penyelidikan
yang telah dijalankan ke atas
fatwa
mengkaji semula pelbagai
kategori fatwa
berupaya menjalinkan
kerjasama melalui
perbincangan pengguna / forum
pengguna hanya memerfukan
akses kepada internet
pengguna berdaftar boleh
menyalurkan sumbangan

Pengurusan
Maklumat di
Pelbagai peringkat

Penguna dibenarkan
membaca isi kandungan

Pengguna akan memperoleh akses
kepada saluran maklumat yang lain

Tindak balas Sistem
- sistem boleh menyebarkan

maklumat kepada pengguna
sasaran
sistem membenarkan
pengguna memberi
sumbangan maklumat
berasaskan pengetahuan
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Oleh :

Md Yunus Bin Abd Aziz
Penyelaras Sumber dan Dokumentasi INFAD &

Pensyarah Fakulti Syariah dan Undang-undang
Kolej Universiti Islam Malaysia.

Judul buku : Fatwa Terhadap Buku-buku.

Pengarang : 'Abdul Ilah Bin ‘Uthman al-Syayji".
Penerbit : Dar al-Sami’iy, Riyadh.

Cetakan : 2003

Halaman : 448 muka surat.

Buku atau kitab adalah sumber yang utama untuk
mendapatkan ilmu pengetahuan. Penuntut ilmu tidak
dapat lari dari keperluannya kepada buku. Seseorang
itu tidak akan mampu menghafal semua ilmu dalam
bidangnya dan buku adalah peti simpanan ilmunya
bila diperlukan. Tanpa buku sudah tentu kebanyakan
ilmu telah lenyap ditelan zaman dan kejahilan akan
berleluasa. Tanpa penyaksian buku semua orang boleh
membuat pelbagai dakwaan tak kira alim atau jahil.

Kesedaran terhadap kepentingan dan kedudukan
buku-buku ini maka di sepanjang zaman pelbagai
soalan dikemukakan kepada para ulamak dan mufti
untuk mendapat panduan mengenai buku yang terbaik
dan kedudukannya, juga soalan terhadap
pengarangnya dan lain-lain lagi. Menyedari hal ini
penulis buku ini telah cuba mengumpulkan fatwa
berkaitan dengan buku dan karangan daripada kitab-
kitab fatwa yang baru dan lama.

Secara umumnya kitab fatwa mengenai buku ini
.membincangkan buku yang digalakkan oleh para
ulamak, buku yang tidak digalakkan, buku-buku yang
dikaitkan dengan beberapa pengarang dan pandangan
ulamak terhadap kandungan dan metodologi sesebuah
buku.

Penulis telah mengumpulkan fatwa ini dengan
menyaring fatwa-fatwa mengenai buku yang termuat
dalam kitab-kitab ulamak terdahulu dan semasa.
Antara fatwa ulamak terdahulu yang dikemukakan
ialah fatwa Ibnu Taimiyyah, Ibnu Rusyd, Imam al-
Nawawi, ‘Izuddin Abd al-Salam dan Imam Ahmad Ibn
Hambal. Fatwa semasa diambil dari ulamak seperti
Rasyid Ridha, Ibn Baz, Muhammad ‘Uthaimin, ‘Ali
Tantawi, Saleh al-Fauzan dan lain-lain. Fatwa juga
diambil dari badan-badan fatwa seperti Lajnah Fatwa
Saudi.

Dipersembahkan dalam bentuk soaljawab, penulis
telah menyusun buku ini kepada beberapa bahagian

)

iaitu fatwa buku-buku aqidah, buku-buku tafsir dan
Ulum al-Quran, buku-buku hadis, buku-buku fegah,
buku-buku sejarah, buku-buku lughah (bahasa), buku-
buku doa, zikir dan nasihat, buku-buku dakwah, buku
mengenai tafsir mimpi dan buku-buku mengenai
wanita. Ia juga dimuatkan dengan bab yang
membincangkan fatwa mengenai adab penuntut ilmu
dengan buku, kedudukan beberapa buku dan
pengarangnya dan diakhiri dengan perbincangan
beberapa masalah feqah berkaitan dengan buku
seperti hukum mewaqafkan buku, buku yang terkena
najis, pinjam memimjam buku, gambar-gambar yang
terdapat di dalam buku, penulisan buku menggunakan
emas dan sebagainya.

Penulis telah memberikan rujukan kepada sumber
fatwa yang diambil. Namun demikian didapati penulis
tidak mentakhrijkan ayat-ayat al-Quran dan hadis yang
disebutkan dalam fatwa tersebut. Begitu juga didapati
tumpuan fatwa semasa lebih difokuskan kepada
pandangan ulamak Hijaz yang berpegang kepada satu
aliran mazhab yang cenderung kepada pandangan
Salaf dan figh Hambali. Jestru ia membawa
pandangan yang kurang senang terhadap aliran lain
seperti ‘Asyairah dan sebagainya. Oleh yang demikian
pembaca perlu bijak menilai ketika membacanya
dengan mengambil jalan tengah.

Secara umumnya buku ini menarik untuk dibaca
sebagai panduan mendapatkan sumber yang terbaik
dalam mencari maklumat dan ilmu pengetahuan lebih-
lebih lagi persoalan yang berkaitan dengan aqidah dan
fegah.
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INFAD’s First Intellectual
Discourse

INFAD had its officiating ceremony of INFAD Discourse
Series on the 30t September 2003 (4" Syaaban 1424H), at
De Palma Hotel, Ampang. It was officiated by Y. Bhg. Prof.
Dato’ Dr. Abdullah Muhammad Zin, Deputy Rector (Aca-
demic & Research), KUIM. Present were also Acting Direc-
tor of INFAD, Prof. Dr. Abdul Samat Musa, Coordinators of
INFAD and academicians from KUIM. The response was
very encouraging particularty from Muftis, officers of Jabatan
Agama Islam, JAKIM and government officers.

Three papers were presented. The first was presented
by Tuan Haji Wan Mohamad Wan Abdul Aziz, Director of
Research Department of JAKIM. The title of his paper was
“Pengurusan Fatwa - Realiti dan Cabaran di Malaysia” (Fatwa
Management - Reality and Challenges in Malaysia). The
session was chaired by Y. Bhg. Prof. Dr. Mohamed Asin
Dollah, the Dean of the Faculty of Leadership and Manage-
ment, KUIM.

The second presentation was by Pof. Madya Dr. Ali Yakub
Matondang, coordinator of the department of consultation
and expertise, INFAD with the title “Proses dan Pengurusan
Fatwa di Indonesia” (The Procedures and the Management
of Fatwa in Indonesia). The final presentation was by Prof.
Madya Dr. Ahmad Hidayat Buang, a lecturer from the Is-
lamic Studies Academy, University of Malaya. The title of
his paper was “"Fatwa: Satu Kajian di Malaysia” (Fatwa: A
Study in Malaysia).

Although this first series of INFAD Intellectual Discourse
was held for half a day, it managed to achieve its objec-
tives. The participants and the presenters discussed a lot
of issues and shared information. It is hoped that this ini-
tial series will be the catalyst for more future series of dis-
course. Insyallah.
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The signing of MoA
between INFAD and INNOVASIA

On 10" September 2003,
a memorandum of agreement (MoA)
signing ceremony between
the World Fatwa Management and Research Institute (INFAD)
and Innovation City Sdn. Bhd (Innovasia)
was held at the Islamic University College of Malaysia.
Innovasia is responsible developing '
fatwa management system for INFAD and
a prototype was displayed during
the Head of Islamic Countries Conference (OIC)
from 11™ to 18" October 2003.

Y. Bhg. Prof. Dato’ Dr. Abdul Shukor Hj. Husin,
Rector of KUIM represented INFAD,
while En. Roslan Bakri Zakaria, the Chief Executive Officer
of Innovasia represented Innovasia.
The signing ceremony was witnessed by
Tn. Hj. Addenan Abdul Rahman, the Registrar of KUIM

and En. Muhammad Aziph Mustapha,

Head of Information of Innovasia.

This system will be launched in 2004 and
will be in operation once KUIM moves to
its permanent campus in Nilai, Negeri Sembilan.
This system will enable members of the public
to access relevant information related to fatwa.

om rj/z)g éc{ (tor

Alhamdulillah, with His blessings, we have published our second issue of the INFAD BULLETIN. The Editorial
Board of the INFAD BULLETIN would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to those involved in
publishing the Bulletin. We welcome news and academic articles, comments as well as photos related to the
issue of Fatwa. Please send your contributions to:

Institut Pengurusan dan Penyelidikan Fatwa Sedunia (INFAD)
Kolej Universiti Islam Malaysia
Tingkat 10, Menara A, Persiaran MPAJ
Jalan Pandan Utama, Pandan Indah
55100 Kuala Lumpur

(1o

Tel: 03-42892233
Fax: 03-42892234
E-mail: http://infad.kuim.edu.my
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INFAD at OIC Exposition,
Pairajaya
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n conjunction with the Islamic Countries Con
ference, INFAD/KUIM organized an exhibition
at the OIC Expo site adjoining to the Putrajaya

Convention Centre in Putrajaya from 14 - 19 Oc-
tober 2003. The main aim of the exhibition was to

TH I

1 B

introduce the World Fatwa management and Re-
search Institute (INFAD) as well as its Fatwa Man-
agement System prototype (FMS) to members of
the public.

A demonstration on the FMS prototype was
given at the exhibition. FMS is a complete manage-
ment system. Its main function is to coliect data
and information related to fatwa from around the
globe. Visitors at the exhibition were given a brief-
ing and the opportunity to operate FMS for further .
understanding of its functions. - R ——

f mt System Shawcase

The response from the public was very encour-
aging. The exhibition was also visited by the D.Y.M.M
Tuanku Jaafar Al-Haj Ibni Al-Marhum Tuanku Abdul
Rahman, D.Y.M.M Tuanku Najinah Binti Al-Marhum
Tuanku Besar Burhanuddin {Chancellor of KUIM},
Tan Sri Dr. Mohamad Yusof Noor {Chairman of the
Board of Directors, KUIM) and dignitaries from for-
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WEBSITES OF FATWA —
Fataawa Mukhtarah (Selected Fatwas) - Markaz al-Fatwa I=
Description: This site is developed by the Markaz al-Fatwa (Fatwa Centre) and presented in English and Arabic ——
Language. It is part of the Islamweb which also includes information about Education, History, Language, Civiliza- 4

tion, Geography, etc.
http://islamweb.net/pls/iweb/FATWA .selected ?startno=0&vlang=A

it g
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Fatawas Regarding Women

Description: This internet edition of the hard-bound book entitled “Islamic Fatawa Regarding Women” compiled by
Muhammed al-Musnad and translated by Jamal Zarabozo constitutes only a part of the entire book. —
http://www.uh.edu/campus/msa/articles/fatawawom/Content.html 4
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ILIM ORGANIZES A FATWA DEVELOPMENT
AND ENHANCEMENT COURSE AMONG
MABIMS COUNTRIES

On the 18th — 20th August 2003, the Centre for Islamic
Affairs Management Studies, Institute of Malaysian Is-
lamic Training (ILIM), Malaysian Islamic Development De-
partment (JAKIM), organized a course on the develop-
ment and enhancement of fatwa among MABIMS coun-
tries (an unofficial meet among the Islamic Ministers of
Brunei Darussalam, Indonesian Republic, Malaysia and
Republic of Singapore) at City Bayview Hotel, Langkawi,
Kedah.

40 participants attended this course comprising of
Mufti of each state in Malaysia, representatives from The
Republic of Indonesia, the Singaporean Islamic Mufti
Council Department (MUIS), Brunei Darussalam Mufti De-
partment, Patani Council of Muslim Scholars, Thailand,
representatives from higher educational institutions and
local religious departments. The Coordinator of Docu-
mentation and Resource Division, Encik Md Yunus bin
Abd Aziz, represented INFAD.

Among the objectives of the course was to enhance
the skills in the formation of fatwa among the partici-
pants. Apart from that, it also aimed at exchanging ideas
in solving current problems pertaining to fatwa as well
as other related issues. This course managed to bring a

firm cooperation among MABIMS members in facing the
current development and globalisation.

Eight working papers encompassing various fatwa re-
lated aspects were presented. They were The Formation
of Fatwa: History, Methodology and Resource by Prof.
Madya Dr. Ahmad Hidayat bin Buang (UM), Uruf and
Current Customs as the Basis of Syarie Determiner with-
out Proper Support (from Quran and Hadiths) by Prof.
Madya Mohd. Saleh bin Hj. Md. @ Ahmad (UM) and The
Function of Fatwa in the Development of Society by Prof.
Madya Datin Dr. Siti Zalikhah binti Md. Nor (UKM). Par-
ticipants from Indonesia, Brunei and Singapore also pre-
sented their working papers.

At the end of the course, the participants proposed
several resolutions to the related party for further ac-
tions. One of them was the formation of Fugaha’ Council
in every country. This is to be extended to the South
East Asian Region in order to fully exploit the informa-
tion and communication technology (ICT) in the field of
fatwa. The resolutions also included women participa-
tion in the Syarie Law Committee, on-line fatwa index
arrangements and efforts in writing and translating works
of figh by the Mufti Department.

Appointment of INFAD Deputy Director
And Research Fellow

Dr. Adel M.Abdulaziz, a lecturer from the Faculty of Quranic and Sunnah Studies, KUIM was appointed as the first INFAD
Deputy Director effective from 15t August 2003 to 31% July 2005. His primary duty is to assist the acting INFAD Director.

Apart from that, six research fellows were appointed last November with the aim to expand and develop INFAD
research activities. The duties of a research fellow include carrying out fatwa related research; aiding INFAD in strength-
ening its content, information system development and fatwa management system; and assisting INFAD in building
expertise and training modules related tc management of fatwa. The research fellows appointed comprise KUIM lectur-
ers. They are Dr. Muhammad Yusuf Khalid (Faculty of Management and Leadership), Encik Arif Fahmi Md Yusof and Encik
Abdul Manan Ismail (Faculty of Syariah and Law), Encik Khairul Anuar Mohamad and Encik Muhammad Mustagim Mohd
Zarif (Faculty of Quranic and Sunnah Studies) and Cik Fara Madehah Ahmad Farid (Faculty of Economics and Muamaiat).

u



Personal Particulars

Full Name : Dato’ Haji Hassan bin Haji Ahmad

Age . 62 years old

Place of Birth : Permatang Sungai Dua, Kepala Batas,
Seberang Perai, Penang

Position : Mufti of Penang State Government

Organisation . Mufti of Penang State Government’s Department

Academic Qualifications

1973 : B.A. from Faculty of Syariah and Law, Yayasan
Pengajian Tinggi Islam Kelantan (YPTIK)
Nilam Puri, Kelantan.

1975 : M.A. from Faculty of Syariah, Universiti Al-Azhar, Mesir.

Current Positions

INFAD Bulletin )’

1. Member of Syariah Advisory Council, Securities Commission
2. Member of National Syariah Advisory Council for Islamic Banking and Takaful in
Bank Negara Malaysia

©XONO AW

Publications

Title
Publisher
Year of Publication

Title
Publisher
Year of Publication

Title
Publisher
Year of Publication

Title
Publisher
Year of Publication

Board of Director, As-Sahabah Zakat, Penang State Islamic Religious Council
Member of Penang State Islamic Religious Council

Patron of Alumni Secretariat, Maahad Tahfiz Al-Quran Wal Qiraat, Penang
Member of Syariah Advisory Council, KFC Holdings

Member of Syariah Advisory Council, Islamic Banking System of Maybank
Member of Advisory Committee of Hajj in Tabung Haji/lslamic Centre
Member of Syariah Advisory Council, Bank Kerjasama Rakyat Malaysia

: Al-Mafhum wa Maugif al-usuliyina min Hujjiyatih

Hizbi, Shah Alam
1998

Usul al-Figh
Pustaka Haji Abd. Majid, Taman lhsan Kepong, Selangor
1998

Kaedah dan Peraturan Pajak Gadai Mengikut Kehendak Islam
Mufti's Department, Penang

. 2002

Riwayat Hidup Imam A-Nawawi
Mufti’'s Department, Penang

;2002

ACTIVITIES OF INFAD IN 2003

Date Activities
26 May 2003 Formation of INFAD
August 2003 INFAD Bulletin (No. 1) published

31 September 2003 | INFAD Discourse Series launched

10 September 2003 | MoA between INFAD and INNOVASIA

14- 19 October 2003

Fatwa Management System Prototype was introduced to the
public during the Islamic Countries’ Leaders Summit (OIC)
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FATWA MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

The Technical Side of INFAD
Dr. Adel M. Abdulaziz

The Official Inauguration of INFAD

tute (INFAD) is the brainchild of Y. Bhg Tan Sri Dr.

Mohamad Yusof Noor, Chairman, Board of Directors
of Islamic University College of Malaysia (KUIM). INFAD
came into being during its inauguration ceremony on the
26" May 2003, officiated by Y. Bhg. Brig. Jen. (R) Dato’
Seri Abdul Hamid Hj. Zainal Abidin, Minister in the Prime
Minister's Department. The formation of INFAD is part of
KUIM'’s effort to form several centres of excellence, in line
with its mandate to honour the Islamic knowledge tradition
in Malaysia, and to contribute to the Muslim society and
the world in general.

According to Y. Bhg. Brig. Jen. (R) Dato’ Seri Abdul
Hamid Hj. Zainal Abidin, INFAD will accelerate the accep-
tance of fatwa where this will enable the Muslims to obtain
solution to their problems. He aiso stressed that, while
INFAD does not have the authority to issue fatwas, it would
act as the centre of research, publication, consultation and
fatwa management. INFAD will assist related fatwa orga-
nizations but not to take over the duties of any existing
fatwa organization.

The World Fatwa Management and Research Insti

According to the Acting Director, Professor Dr. Hj. Abdul
Samat Musa, INFAD intends to become the leading fatwa
research institution, consultation and information centre of
international repute, recognized at all levels: locally, region-
ally and internationally.

The activities carried out by INFAD will include research
on fatwa issues, the relevance of fatwa to current needs,

Content Management

Data Repository

Layer ( Fatwa Content Management
FMS
Database =
Collaboration Module
|
| S
P =

| Repository Search Module
\ /' f Content Compare and Contrast

Module

A

User Management Modules

u/

and the governance of fatwa institutions. Other activities
will include the analysis and classification of fatwa from
islamic countries and Muslim minority communities. INFAD
will also study the process of fatwa generation, the mecha-
nism of fatwa enforcement and the implications of fatwa
on soctety.

Besides research activities, INFAD will carry out publi-
cation and documentation activities, organization of fatwa
seminars, delivery of consultation service packages, and
the provision of expert advice and training modules related
to fatwa and Islamic law. A coordinator with the relevant
expertise will supervise each activity.

Fatwa Management System

A specialized information management system prototype,
called the Fatwa Management System (FMS) is currently
being developed at the World Fatwa Management and
Research Institute (INFAD). This is intended as the first
step in equipping INFAD with a holistic knowledge-based
tool for the systematic undertaking of research and man-
agement in the vast field of world fatwa.

Fatwa has a vital role in Islam because it helps to ex-
plain the Divine Revelation in both religious and temporal
matters. In the fast paced world we live in, the Muslim
ummah requires accurate and updated data in order to
make informed and wise decisions. INFAD aims to become
the premier global reference centre whereby comprehen-
sive prime information can be obtained easily and quickly
using information technology, thus filling that void in the

4 N
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THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMEN:I‘ OF FATWA :

(Final Part)

Dr. Adel M. Abdulaziz al-Gharyani
Deputy Director
Cum Coordinator of Research Division, INFAD

The Development of Fatwa since the Time of the Prophet Muhammad, pbuh, Until Today

During the lifetime of the prophet Muhammad, p.b.u.h., fatwa was solely in his power. No one else was allowed to issue
a fatwa. The prophet Muhammad, pbuh, based all his /atwas on wahyu, (revelation), either from the holy Quran or
Sunnah and left no room for conflict with regard to legislation.

Later, during the era of the sahabah, ( Khulata al-Rashidun or the rightly guided caliphs), when asked about a specific
problem, the w/amas would first refer to the holy Quran for the solution. In the event that al-Quran offered no answer to

From page 14

world of Islam today. Access io INFAD’s fatwa research
database, part of the FMS, will ailow users (such as re-
searchers, fatwa issuing bodies, ulema, students, corpo-
rate captains of industry and commerce, and the general
public) the ability to delve into matters pertaining to fatwa
and all its extensions.

The FMS will integrate several features and tool-sets
— such as collaboration, content management, data min-
ing, multiple levei access, secure transactions, digitization,
scheduling and publishing, in order to fulfil the requirements
of INFAD. in addition, the FMS will also incorporate tools
for the tracking of Qur’anic verses and Hadeeth used in
the derivation of a particular fatwa, the biographies of schol-
ars, events that led to the need for a fatwa, and compari-
sons between related fatwa in different regions of the world.
These, combined with various other features, become the
backbone of INFAD'’s information system, and help propel
INFAD as a unique and indispensable institution in the glo-
bal arena.

This noble goal will enable INFAD to provide the foun-
dation, while being the catalyst for the purpose of research,
information gathering and collaboration with experts that
in return help strengthen the fatwa institute. INFAD will also
be in a position to aid interested parties in making learned
decisions to explain specific policies; and also be a source
of authoritative information to other research institutions
worldwide.

Global Collaboration — working together to
benefit the Ummah

In order to realize the goals and aspirations of INFAD, the
assistance, acceptance and cooperation of many parties
around the world are needed. The FMS will allow research-
ers, Fatwa issuers, centres of higher learning, and inter-
ested parties to collaborate and work together in studying
fatwa. Advanced collaboration tools will be made available
to the partners of INFAD in order to close the distance be-
tween people and enhance teamwork. INFAD will provide
the backbone for a global effort that will in the end benefit
the Ummah, InshaAllah.

the problem at hand, they would refer to the Prophet’s
Sunnah. However, if neither al-Quran nor Sunnah provided
the required nas (guideline), they would consult other
sahabahs who passed judgment on the problem. If a
sahabah has pronounced a judgment and the problem was
similar to the problem at hand, then the wama made a
final judgment.

The sahabahs were exceedingly cautious when making
an jtihad. If a sahabah had to make ftihad in the absence
of nas (quideline), he would assemble a syura (consulta-
tive assembly), state the problem and seek the views of
sahabahs;, he would engage in discussions with them and
avoid making a unilateral decision.

Once they reached a decision (whether Abu Bakar,
Umar, Uthman and anyone else succeeding them) they
would always say, “This is my opinion. If it is right, it comes
from Allah. If it is wrong, I am entirely at fault and I seek
the faorgiveness from Allah.”

The sahabahs always contended that, "Even Prophet
Muhammad, p.b.u.h., who was supported by wafiyuneeded
to have discussions with other people as stated in a/~imran,
verse 159, "And meet and discuss (musyawarall) among
yourselves in every matter.” Accordingly, the sahabahswould
always engage in musyawarah before arriving at a deci-
sion. If they conducted a meeting and reached a consen-
sus, it was known as jma. If there was a dispute, each
participant would make an individual decision based on his
or her personal opinion. Umar always remarked, “"Without
Ali, Umar will perish.” Ali too would not easily accept an
opinion, until he has asked for the opinions of the elder
Sahabahs, especially Abu Bakar and Umar.

Furthermore, the sahabahs often counseled each other,
especially on the problem of jitihad, advising each other
against making hasty decisions. When Umar sent a mes-
sage to Abu Musa, he appealed to him to follow and deeply
understand the nas or guidelines in al-Quran and Sunnah.
If he (Abu Musa) failed to extract the law from either source,
Umar said, "Really understand, truly understand what plays
in your heart when you fail to find anything in either al-
Quran or Sunnah.” In conclusion, one should never be hasty;
instead, one should think and refiect before making an
jjitihad.

—15)
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Saidina Umar is also well known for being the first ruler
to separate judicial matters from matters of the state. Dur-
ing the reign of both Prophet Muhammad, p.b.u.h., and
Abu Bakar, the same person held the position of head of
state and judge. However, during Umar’s rule the Islamic
nation grew rapidly. Hence, the Khalifa was unable to allo-
cate enough time to settle disputes and handle affairs of
the state. Subsequently, he separated the powers of the
judiciary and the executive by appointing the first judge in
Islamic history that is Juraij r.a.

The sahabahs refused to answer hypothetical questions
on matters that have not occurred. If the inquirer sought
an answer to a problem, the sahabahswould first ask, “This
problem that you are inquiring, did it really happen to you?”
If the inquirer replied, “No, it hasn’t happened to me yet. |
just want to know, ‘what if’ it happened.” To this the sahabah
would say, “Once the problem happened, then you can ask
about it. At this moment, Allah doesn’t want to burden you
with hypothetical problems.” The sahabahs wanted to limit
the scope of jjitihad to a manageable level. This was one of
the diplomatic steps taken by the wiamas during that pe-
riod.

As a result, the sahabahswere wary when issuing fatwas
and they often passed the responsibility to others for fear
of deviating from the right path. During this period, none
of the nas (guidelines) from fatwaswas compiled into books.
Rather, the wlamas preserved all the fatwas and nas by
memorizing and passing them from one wiama to another.
There was no innovation and fatwas were only given to
similar problems from the past.

During the early second century of Ajra, several fac-
tors began to weaken the Islamic state leading to political
disunity among the Muslims and to the spread of wiamas
with different ideologies from various Islamic states. Dur-
ing this difficult period there was a widespread growth of
activities such as narrations of Aadiths, an increase in fatwas
as well as problems relating to figh. There was also a surge
in the power struggles among various clans and the emer-
gence of mufts from different schools of thought, such as
the school of al-hadith, the school of al-ra’y and others.
These problems stemmed from the rapid growth of the
Islamic empire, the increase in the population as well as
from the multitude of races and cultures.

The w/amas in this era gave fatwas to the masses and
narrated Aadiths from the Prophet Muhammad, p.b.u.h.
People could consult any mufti they favoured and some-
times the consulted mu/t would seek an answer from an-
other mufti.

However, there was a vast improvement during the later
years of the second century Ajra until the fourth century
hijra. In fact, these centuries are known as the era of ma-
turity and completeness in the development of fafwa in
Islam. This era saw a major reformation in /7 or knowl-
edge in fields like figh, ulum al-Quran, knowledge of hadith
and kalam. There was an emergence of great and pro-
found individuals from gurra groups, al-ta'wil, ulamas for
hadiths, fugaha and various mazhabs for figh. Another sig-
nificant development is the compilation and publication of
a complete study of figh, collecting all problems in wusu/

S

figh and in other areas under one title.

After this era came another period which saw an end in
the growth of figh and taglid. This period began in the
middle of the fourth century Ajira and continued until the
fall of Baghdad in the year 656 Hijra. During this period
there were several political, intellectual and social changes
that affected the development of figh. These events caused
figh activities to become passive and static. Eventually, the
spirit of faglid replaced the spirit of /jtihad. At the same
time, the issuance of fatwas remained within the scope of
the authority of the mazhab mufti.

The fall of Baghdad during the seventh century Ajra
right until today saw figh in a state of slumber and fugaha
groups still retaining their old methods. 7ag/id began to
spread and became popular in society. Nevertheless, a few
individuals rejected taglid and called for a move towards
fjtihad mutiag, and for settling disputes using al-Quran and
hadiths without being bound by any mazfiabs. Among them
are Ibn Taymiyyah, the pupil of Ibn al-Qayyim, al-
Shawkaniyy the author of Nai/ a/-Awtar and others. Unfor-
tunately, their numbers were small and they were criticized
by many wliamas who preferred taglid. The general sce-
nario of figh and fugaha at this time was faglid.

The fugaha during this period began to compile books,
especially in the area of fatwas, and provided answers to
frequently asked questions (FAQs) on daily problems. These
solutions were then compiled and arranged by the fagih
and other fugaha into several chapters of figh. Usually, it
was in the form of questions and answers; sometimes only
answers were given. Most of the answers (fatwa) were ex-
tracted from the dalils of al-Quran, Sunnah and other
sources without referring to any particular mazhab. This
method can be clearly seen in Kitab Faatawa of Ibn
Taymiyyah. These kitabswere important in promoting prac-
tical figh and encouraged the fugaha to find practical solu-
tions and formulate legislation for everyday problems even
through givas for a specific mazhab. Among the kitabs are
al-Fatawa al-Bazzaziyyah, Fatawa al-Hindiyyah, Fatawa Ibnu
Taymiyyah and others.

Presently, the development of figh has facilitated fatwa
activities. The emergence of Majallah al-Ahkam al-Adliyyah
in the late 13th century Aijrah, followed by the publication
of a number of Majalah and Mausuah (Encyclopaedia) on
figh, such as Majallah al-Ahkam al-Syariyyah ‘ala figh al-
Hambali, Mausuah Jamal Abdul Nasir Figh al-Islami dan
Mausuah al-Figh al-Islami by the Wagaf Ministry of Ku-
wait.

With the advent of ICT or Information Communication
Technology, there are now a number of reliable websites
providing answers to various problems. The websites are
patronized by renowned w/amasand muftis. In some cases,
a group of charismatic w/amas will answer questions and
students as well as graduates conducting research in the
area of fatwa will coordinate them. Academicians who are
experts in Shariah law will usually head this /ajnah.

There are also various radio and television programmes,
either taped or shown live, conducted by w/amas and mur-
tis that answer questions from the public. The reality is



INFAD Bulletin

& xclusive Interview with

Tan Sri Dr. Mohamad Yusof Noor

Chairman of KUIM

Interviewer:
Mr. Abdul Karim Abdullah
English Unit, KUIM

Tan Sri Dr. Mohamad Yusof Noor was asked for his
views about the significance of INFAD on 5 De-
cember, 2003, at KUIM.

hat is important about having this World Fatwa

Management Institute is that if our decision
cannot confribute to present needs, then it is going
to be useless to form an institute like this. Within the
Muslim community we have observed the good and
the bad since the beginning. Of course, you don't
have to dwell on the bad. What some Muslim persons
have said has nothing to do with our religion. They
say it because of pure personality. While they are
Muslims, they are very excited about Islam in ways
which have nothing to do with our religion. And some
of their statements are among the factors that have
contributed to differences of opinion which sometimes
have led to factions and even ended up in physical pressure or
boycotts. We have now reached the era of globalization and
the borderless society. In the former days the population was
not as big as at present and the facilities that people enjoyed
in the past were not just like what we have at present. No
means of transportation or technology were available in the
past as are available today. The sahabah, I mean the compan-
ions of the prophet Muhammad, s.a.w., at the earlier stage
lived in one place and it was therefore easier for them to com-
municate. They had face to face communication. They could
have discussions at any time they liked because the commu-

T
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nity was small. If there was anything like confusion on some
teaching, they could immediately sit down and talk to each
other. During the prophet’s time they had no problem because
they could refer to the prophet. Anything told by the prophet
was accepted because the prophet, s.a.w., was the authority.
So there was no difficulty at that time to get guidance from the
authority on questions or teachings related to syariah, or about
the legal aspects of anything. The authority was there.

After the wafat, however, everything depended on the
sahabah. The sahabah would decide. The sahabah, of course,

From page 16

that these programmes grow in leaps and bounds due to
the rise in the number of satellite channels racing to cap-
ture more audiences. They have been well received by
people due to the unique approaches they employ. In fact,
they serve the needs of audiences hungry for quick solu-
tions; their answers are given almost instantaneously. Fur-
thermore, the inquirer has the freedom to ask the question
from an A/im of his or her choice.

Live radio programmes require a spontaneous answer
from a muftito provide the law and dalifs. This skill cannot
be attained without practice and experience. Often, the
muftiin a live programme has to face people from all walks
of life, with varying degrees of knowledge and status. Some
will ask basic questions like the requirements of sa/at, while
others may want to know answers to vague questions that
have many conflicting &Ailaf and dalil,

There are also those who favour fatwa through syura
because it has become a practical method in both theory
and practice. According to them, this method can be em-
ployed by forming a majma for the group of fugaha. Every
question will be assigned to each fagih who will debate the
matter in an in-depth way. Once they reach a consensus,
the final say will be issued as a fatwa syura and not as a
personal fatwa.

The latest academic effort towards upholding /atwaand
its institution was carried out by KUIM through the launch
of the International Fatwa Management and Research In-
stitute. 1t is hoped that the Institute will play a crucial role
in in-depth research relating to fatwas from the past and
present, and that the results of this research will in due
course of time be systematically disseminated to the pub-
lic.
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before deciding on anything after being asked by the people,
would look at the text of the Quran first. Then, if there was
nothing mentioned in the Quraan related to the problem at
hand, they would look for and coliect what the prophet said
during his lifetime. Everybody knows this. If there is nothing
relevant mentioned in the Quran, and nothing reievant men-
tioned by the prophet, then they have to start comparing vari-
ous incidents to other incidents that are similar, and follow
what has been decided by the prophet. So it went on like this.
As time went by, Muslims become more and more in number
and they had to start confronting new problems. They were
living in a different situation, a different atmosphere, a differ-
ent culture, and among different people. Many things were
different. So the need to use wisdom became more and more
important. Later the Muslims penetrated across the border of
Saudi Arabia into Iraq, Turkey, the European countries such as
Bosnia, Russia, and later also into China and India. Until today,
Islam is still expanding, a/hamdulillah. Maybe within the same
continent but Islam is still expanding into a new area, for ex-
ample in the tropical countries. While it reached certain coun-
tries in the past, this does not mean that it reached every-
body; nevertheless, it is still expand-
ing. And there a lot of issues raised
and solutions offered by the new con-
verts, especially in countries on the
African continent and in Europe. 1
think people shouldn’t be misguided
by personal opinions and at the same
time reject other people’s opinions.
They need to be guided by an ap-
proach which suits their situation. If
they happen to be in Europe, for in-
stance, we have to understand that
the environment in the European
countries is different. If the new con-
verts happen to be in Russia or in the
North Pole for instance, still other
conditions prevail there. You cannot
impose your own opinion and force
others to accept it. What you need to do is to tell the basics
about the akida and not introduce matters which can be intro-
duced later. The first thing in terms of introducing Islam to
new community members is the akida. Don't mix the akida
with other, secondary things. You should know the priorities,
the aw/awiyat. If you know the priorities, then we know what
we have to do and what can be tolerated. So when we talk
about Islamic institutions which can serve the kinds of needs
we have at present, I think the university is the best institution
to play a role. The university is best equipped to contribute to
guiding the people because academic institutions can be con-
sidered as the most indisputable ground to explain about Is-
lam. If you go on your own, there may be communities which
are not comfortable with your community. But if you go in the
name of academic institution, it will be easier for them to un-
derstand that you do not have any ulterior motives, that you
intend only to tell facts about Islam.

N2

So when this university was formed in the last two years,
we have already checked the areas in which can this university
(KUIM) can contribute. If we just go on repeating the same
thing introduced by other universities, although it may be good,
it is just to strengthen what is already there. So we discovered
that the first contribution that this university can make is to
take the issue of fatwa. At present, we have discovered that
factions among the Muslims can sometimes get a little fright-
ening. This happened, for example, after the revolution in Iran.
I don’t think the intention of the Iranian revolution was to
create difficulties; maybe they just wanted to explain their
perspective on Islam to the world because they have been
condemned by other groups. There will be a continuous series
of fights if you don't know each other. However, if you under-
stand more about others, that will solve many problems. After
the Iranian revolution, I observed that some countries started
making preparations to fight against Shias or Shiism, so as not
to permit them to penetrate their own boundaries. I mean
those countries that have been exercising or adopting a cer-
tain kind of akida, they were racist, they had to fight against
anything coming from the Shias. The Shias, at the same, time
tried to find ways of how to con-
vince certain Shia groups to un-
derstand more and more about
the Shias. So to me as a Muslim
and as Chairman of this Univer-
sity, I think we cannot just look
at these issues as simple issues,
The idea behind forming any uni-
versity is to contribute. It's not
just to have students enjoying
looking at other students and the .
students looking at the lecturers,
that's not the purpose. The role
of the university is to contribute
to solving problems, and the stu-
dents that we produce are ex-
pected to be people who can
solve social problems, not add to
our problems in saciety. So having this in mind, in a small way,
I think we need to have this Institute, the World Fatwa Man-
agement Institute, to collect anything related to fatwa, based
on the development of thinking right from the day one, from
the day the prophet s.a.w., became rasu/, until today. We have
to collect opinions on anything related to Islam from various
aspects, based on time. We have to collect, as well, opinions
on matters related to Islam from the new community mem-
bers, who became Muslims on different continents. If we do
not fill this vacuum I think there will be more and more fac-
tions among the Muslims, each trying to form its own follow-
ers.

There are instances where some people use Islam or fatwa
as their commodity to become popular in a particular group,
because there is no other thing they can use. They have no
assets — I mean physical assets — to utilize in order to become
popular. They have no land and no money. But some have
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discovered that the best thing for becoming popular is to use
some aspects of Islam, because it is good to be perceived as a
well-known figure. This happened in the past, and I am not
relating this to Malaysian society only. There are a lot of in-
stances of this in the past after the wafat. So after looking at
these happenings in the past, one of the contributions to the
unification of the Muslims that we can and have to make is to
educate the public. We have to educate the people, the Mus-
lims, to refer to those without any interest. But this is not
going to be easy because those who do not like a certain idea
might say that the idea comes from a person who has some
interest in the matter. But this Institute, the World Fatwa Insti-
tute, does not belong to a person. So there is no personal
interest there. Because the work is conducted by an Institu-
tion, there is no personal element there. If a fatwa or an opin-
ion, for instance, is issued by one group, it is going to be
known as issued by that particular group. In fact it is a per-
sonal decision, decided by one person who managed to con-
vince his followers. And this opinion will be known as belong-
ing to that group. As a matter of fact, it is still a personal
opinion. No studies have been made and no research was
carried out. Such a personal opinion comes all of a sudden
from one person who is the effective leader of a particular
group. There is no research, there is nothing done. But the
World Fatwa Institute does its work as a committee. So we
hope this Institute will come up with solutions based on re-
search and will thus contribute to the unification of the Mus-
lims. Of course this is not going to be easy but this is just the
beginning. We need to collect anything related to fatwa from
different community members from different times. The re-
search is not going to be utilized by the local people only. We
hope it can also be utilized by other community members.
That is why we hope that IVFADwill strategize the future plans
of how to collect all kinds of information related to /afwa and
how to make good use of the information that we will have
thus collected.

The most important stage in this process will be the ANALY-
SIS, T mean the free or INDEPENDENT ANALYSIS OF FATWAS
without any intention to promote any particular group. We
need to analyze /atwas from all sorts of angles of knowledge.
For instance, if you talk about Aenzr, it is not as simple as
saying that it is Aaram. We have to convince the people and
explain to the Muslims why it is not permitted to take it. For
example, scientists have come to the conclusion that there are
strong medical reasons why Islam forbids the Muslims to take
bacon. This should not be interpreted to mean that we look

down on certain people. Certainly not. The point is that there
are reasons behind prohibitions in Islam. At the beginning we
may describe something as faabbudi, taabbudi, meaning any-
thing said by religion is categorized as final, as taabbudj, mean-
ing no questions. We accept it as faabbudi — we have to ac-
cept whatever has been decided by religion. But this does not
or cannot at all stop any body from analyzing why something
is taabbudi. Maybe during the prophet’s time there was no
research conducted so it was taabbudi. In the present era,
however, through our discoveries and research we can con-
firm and strengthen the Islamic stand on anything decided by
religion. Although something may be treated as taabbudi, there
must be some reason for it because in Islam there is always a
reason for everything. So this is what I mean by analysis. If
you say that to touch a lady or a woman is Aaram then we
have to analyze which school of thought says it is forbidden to
touch a lady and why. If you go back to the opinions of the
Muslim scholars of the past, you will find that they have differ-
ent opinions on this issue, depending on the situation. So if
there is one decree that all Muslims from any Islamic stand-
point are expected to observe, we have to justify it. And then
every Muslim can look at the analysis. The idea is not to make
the Muslims conquer the world. Neither is to say that Islam is
a religion in which you can change anything to suit your needs.
We have to explain to Muslims the reasoning of the analysis.
That is why in this INFAD, in the first stage, we have to collect
information from various community members. This is a big
job and will take some time. We have to collect opinions or
fatwas from African Muslim scholars and some opinions or
fatwas from western w/amas living in western societies. They
are also really working for Islam. But of course anything they
say cannot simply be regarded as objective if it does not suit
people living in different societies such as ourselves or the
people in Saudi Arabia. They are living in a different situation.
We have to appreciate the diversity of people and their envi-
ronments. We have to do a proper analysis. A proper analysis
will help to break the gap which now exists among the various
fatwas.

Actually, some muftis in Islamic countries in the Middle
East treat other muftis as second class muftis. They say that
the muftis in other countries have not reached a certain status
which is enjoyed by the muftis in Arab countries. But only by
comparing the opinions of the Arab muftis with the opinions of
the muftis living in other countries can we know what is the
most appropriate stand to be adopted by someone living in a
particular area. So there shouldn't at all be attitudes like that.

et
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Although all the muftis in the world live in different environ-
ments, they are still part of one community. We have to ana-
lyze the whole thing from various perspectives and this is what
we hope to see one day. I dont know whether this can be
done within two or three years but the final objective of this
Institute is to produce guidance through the analysis of fatwas
we collect from different times and from different wamas. We
have to engage good Muslim scholars to help us to do the
analysis. This analysis I think will also be useful to the present
muftis. I say this because I think the muftis at present also
look forward to this kind of service. They do not have the
facilities to do research. Sometimes I feel very sympathetic to
them. They know what needs to be done but they will just do
based on what they have at present. With reference to Malay-
sian society, it is quite impossible to make every mufti to do
the research. He is a mufti and at the same time he is a re-
searcher and there is no assistant research worker around. So
I don't think they can solve problems in a short time. Research
by muftis must be done all the time. When the muftis are up

on certain things, they can immediately explain based on the
available sources. So, I believe that in the Malaysian society,
this institute will be useful especially to our local muftis.

As I mentioned earlier, we do not have any intention of
becoming muftis. This is just a service. If no initiative is taken
towards improving the situation, the unnecessary factions and
differences among the Muslims will continue. Some will take
advantage by using fatwa as commadity to become popular. 1
think that we can in time slowly overcome this problem with
the help of an Institute like this, owned by the university and
without any personal interest there. Work is conducted by a
committee and it is done at an academic institution. If there
are any suggestions from any quarters — not necessarily from
Malaysia — but from any country, then we are ready to con-
sider them. This is a brief background on why we formed this
Institute. In a small way — we know we are small — Malaysia I
would say is a small country, but that does not mean that we
cannot contribute. We can contribute. And if there are other
countries who can do better we will support them.
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