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LEARNING CURVE PERSPECTIVE

T has often been said that after

knowledge comes wisdom. Be-

ing wise is considered the apex
in the hierarchy of data, informa-
tion and knowledge. But little is
known about the way this evo-
lution comes about.

Universiti Islam Malaysia (UIM)
organised the recent International
Convention on Wisdom themed
Wisdom: Harmonising the World
in an atiempt o gamer collective
commitment to knowledge ac-
quired from various traditlons and
to adapt, where necessary, 1o new
Contexts,

Allegedly the world's first con-
vention of its kind, it also aimed at

reaffirming inherited wisdom as a .
central pillar of our 4

worldview. It hopes to
harmonise the world in
establishing a more
peaceful one through wis-
dom, thereby contribut-
ing to the resilience of a
community by reducing
its vulnerability,

‘These goals are apt giv-
en the UIM motto, Ele-
vating Global Wisdom,
with the wision of lnte-
grating wisdom and
knowledge to produce vi-
sionary and balanced
scholars and thinkers.
The university hopes to
make a difference in the
understanding of global
wisdom by seeking to lm-

¥ part a sense of excitement
in the acquisition of knowledge
and learning.

Apart from its application to the
world at large, it believes that a
contingent of the learned will be
formed to spread knowledge and
wisdom gained globally.

Interestingly, UIM fundamental-
Iy evolved from the esteemed Mus-
lim College Malayva or Kolej Islam
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Malaya, which in 1955 en-
visloned to harmonise
the relationship among
ethnicities through a
more universal system of
education.

Carrying on the vision,
UM has proposed a model where
components such as IQ, EQ, PO
(Creative Quptlent) and S0 (Spir-
itual Quotient) are balanced or
complement each other as medi-
ated by values,

UIM refers to thiz as a “har-
monisation model of wisdom®
which allows other forms of wis-
dom to interact, depending on the

situation and context.

Wisdom has its own diversities
and cultural connotatlons, includ-
ing what is commonly called con-
ventional wisdom.

It has been observed that con-
ventional wisdom could act as a
barrier to advancing and expand-
ing varlous aspects of wisdom in
tandem with changes in the world
today.

As such, conventional wisdom
needs to be challenged if we are to
move forward, especlally when it is
understood within the confines of
“human® wisdom In contrast to
that of the “divine"” which has

Wisdom can be a beacon to keep harmonising the diverse and complex Malaysian society.

greater depth. In this context, the
“heart” as a seat of the intellect has
a significant role to play in “re-
ceiving” and “transmitting™ wis-
dom In its proper context and
meaning.

This is, no doubt, a vital aspect
that needs much deliberation be-
cause the "heart™ is never con-
sidered a part of the notion of
human capital that is pervasive in
almost all agpects of human de-
velopment,

This has led to a "heartless” mod-
el where wisdom remains wanting.
It is worthwhile to note that in
almost all major rraditions and be-

liefs, the “heart™ is a key.com-
ponent of the human parson.

This is more 50 when considering
“folk wisdom” of traditional so-
cleties, where wisdom permestes
in bottom-up fashion through "dai-
Iy practice of the ordinary™ in con-
trast to systematic, top-down ap-
proaches of the academe.

The wisdom emerging from the
former allegedly allows it to be
adapted andjor adopted o its own
constructed world, or even to cre-
atively borrow for this purpose.

In g0 dolng it can eventually
contribute to the building of an
indigenous civilisation supported
by Its own values and dorms,

In the final analysis, all these boll
down to the system of education
we want.

One speaker, through his vast
interactions with Malayvsia while
he was in the United Nations Ed-
ucational, Sclentific and Cultural
Organisation, felt that the country
offers a great hope. "

The Malaysian experience has
shown some good workable ex-
amples on the manner wisdom can
b 3 beacon to keep harmonising
the diverse and complex Malaysian
society, )

What is clear is that the com-
bination of the appropriate knowl-
edge, expertise and virtues is vital
to creating and serving the com-
mon ground. In other words, it is
not only about competency but
also belng wise at the same time,

While the journey ahead is still
arduous and complicated, itls tolts
credit thar UIM has taken the first
important step in the right direc-
tiomn.

As the current global situation
becomes increasingly chaotic, It
cannot be overemphasised that
wisdom iz one fundamental ele-
ment that cannot be overlooked

any longer.
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