


Faculty of Major Language Studies
Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia

Bandar Baru Nilai
Negeri Sembilan

2012



First Published 2012 
© Faculty of Major Language Studies

All rights reserved; no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in 
a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without prior written 

permission from USIM publisher.

Published in Malaysia by:

Faculty of Major Language Studies
Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia

71800 Bandar Baru Nilai
Negeri Sembilan Darul Khusus

Tel: 06-798 6707 / 6752 / 6798 / 6753 / 6754
Faks: 06-798 6750 / 6755
www.fpbu.usim.edu.my

dekanfpbu@usim.edu.my

Printed in Malaysia by:

Penerbit UKM 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 

43600 UKM, Bangi, Selangor 
Tel : 03-8921 5371 | 3072 Faks : 03-8925 4575 

penerbit@ukm.my

National Library of Malaysia	 Cataloguing-In-Publication-Data

Essays and studies on the teaching of a second language / edited by:
Harison Mohd. Sidek, Hazlina Abdullah 
ISBN 978-967-5852-12-1
1.  Language and language--Study and teaching.  2.  Interlanguage (Lan-
guage learning).  3.  Harison Mohd Sidek.  I.  Hazlina Abdullah.  
II.  Hazlina Abdullah.
418



CONTENT

ESSAYS AND STUDIES
ON THE TEACHING OF A SECOND LANGUAGE

		      
Foreword vii

Preface ix

PART 1: ESSAYS ON THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OF 
A SECOND LANGUAGE

11

CHAPTER 1 EXTENSIVE READING AND L2 
DEVELOPMENT
Harison Mohd. Sidek

13

CHAPTER 2 CD-ROM TITLED OF MICE & MEN' AS A 
MEANS OF EXPOSING STUDENTS TO 
LITERARY APPRECIATION
Normazla Ahmad Mahir

31

CHAPTER 3 LEARNING STYLES + LEARNING 
STRATEGIES = 
AUTONOMOUS LEARNING
Noor Saazai Binti Mat Saad

47

CHAPTER 4 VALUES: A FUNCTION OF KNOWLEDGE 
AND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
Harison Mohd Sidek & Normazla Ahmad Mahir

69

CHAPTER 5 SECOND LANGUAGE LITERACY: BRIDGING 
RESEARCH AND EDUCATIONAL PRACTICE
Harison Mohd Sidek 

89



[vi]

Essay And Studies On The Teaching Of A Second Language

PART 2: STUDIES ON THE TEACHING AND LEARNING 
OF A SECOND LANGUAGE

101

CHAPTER 6 VOCABULARY LEARNING STRATEGIES 
EMPLOYED BY ESL LEARNERS AT A PUBLIC 
UNIVERSITY: AN ESP CONTEXT
Zarina Ashikin Zakaria

103

CHAPTER 7 ACADEMIC CONTROVERSY TECHNIQUE 
IN A LANGUAGE CLASSROOM: A MEANS 
TO DEVELOP SOCIALLY EFFECTIVE 
INDIVIDUALS
Suraini Mohd Ali & Dr Kirembwe Rashid Abdul 
Hamid

121

CHAPTER 8 EXPLORING INTERTEXTUALITY: AN 
APPROACH TO CRITICAL THINKING IN ESL 
CLASSROOM
Fariza Puteh Behak & Norhaili Massari

137

CHAPTER 9 A FLIRTATION WITH INPUT HYPOTHESIS
Harison Mohd. Sidek

149

CHAPTER 10 INCORPORATING SOFT SKILL IN THE 
BUSINESS ENGLISH COURSE: CHARMS AND 
CHALLENGES
Fariza Puteh Behak & Yurni Emilia Abdul Hamid

159

CHAPTER 11 YOUNG ADULT LITEARATURE: 
READING HABITS
Harison Mohd. Sidek, Suhaili A. Jalil, Hafiza 
Abdullah, Azamima Razali

169

BIODATA OF AUTHORS 185



Acquiring a second language, particularly English, remains an 
important skill in the domains of education and workplace. In lieu of 
such importance, the area of English language teaching and learning has 
been the focus of much attention among second language practitioners 
and researchers. The book consists largely of articles and reports on 
various studies conducted on the teaching and learning of ESL. Thus, 
the ideas in this book might provide additional insights that may benefit 
stakeholders in the field of ESL instruction and research.

It seems that the writers share the enthusiasm and passion for 
the idea of this book’s publication. Submissions were received from 
lecturers within the faculty, which makes this publication a special one. 
It is our aim to create a publication that every reader would be able to 
take something from.

One of the benefits of a collection written by different authors is 
the huge variety of language issues being discussed. As such, this may 
enhance the development of new ideas, creativity and innovation in 
many different language areas. In addition, the book has applications 
to language teaching and learning in language research and instruction 
such as syllabus design, materials development, and many more.

With the success in the completion of this book project, I would 
like to personally thank the many writers who have submitted work 
for consideration. With the public rapidly turning again to the issue 
of teaching and learning English, it is reassuring to know that there is 
such a wealth of writers ready to satisfy this need. Most importantly, 
knowledge and experiences can be shared, captured and extended by 
reading this book. Thus, this is a book worth reading!

Associate Professor Dr. Bhasah Abu Bakar
Dean
Faculty of Major Language Studies
Islamic Science University of Malaysia
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This book provides a variety of perspectives in the teaching and 
learning of a second language (L2). The collection in this book is a 
combination of essays and reports on studies conducted on L2 learners. 
Thus, the book is divided into two main parts:

Part I presents essays on various areas of the teaching and learning 
of L2 such as extensive reading, literary appreciation, learning styles 
and strategies, the importance of values in language learning, and a 
general discussion on theory and practice in L2 reading. 

Hence, this book may provide L2 practitioners with a wide range 
of additional knowledge and understanding in the teaching and learning 
of L2. Such knowledge and understanding may assist L2 practitioners 
in developing their thinking about how they may design and implement 
their instruction in many different, creative and effective ways. 

Part II comprises reports on studies on the teaching and learning 
of L2. Among the areas examined by the studies reported in this 
book are extensive reading, vocabulary learning strategies, academic 
controversy technique, the roles of intertextuality in enhancing critical 
thinking, testing the viability of input hypothesis, soft skills and ESP as 
well as young adult literature. 

Research findings from studies in Part II may contribute to the 
advancement of knowledge in L2 research, particularly within the 
Malaysian setting. The studies also brought about additional insights 
into potential areas of future research especially in English as L2, which 
areas can be further examined to help improve instructional practices. 

Harison Mohd Sidek & Hazlina Abdullah

PREFACE
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