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I am pleased to say a few words at the beginning of this book, aimed at developing English skills necessary 
for students to effectively participate in an academic program in university. English for academic purposes 
(EAP) entails training undergraduates to effectively use English language for their study. It i s  a challenging 
and multi-faceted area within the wider field of English language learning and teaching (ELT), and i s  one 
of the most common forms of English for specific purposes (ESP). English for academic purposes however, 
i s  interesting and helpful for students at tertiary levels since i t  enables them to maximise their learning. 

BREAKTHROUGH: A Strategic English for Academic Purposes is  a book that assists undergraduates to 
build upon skills learnt in general English courses, and continues to develop their language skills needed 
to meet academic demands and succeed in academic settings. This book i s  designed to be both learner 
and teacher friendly, with i t s  notes, guides and extended activities created at the end of each entry. The 
reading selections provide authentic, challenging and thought provoking reading materials from different 
disciplines which encourage undergraduates to polish their reading skills and develop critical thinking. The 
writing section offers step-by-step guides into academic writing. The book i s  also equipped with language 
inputs to refresh undergraduates' existing knowledge. They will also be trained to be aware of English 
language usage through i t s  editing section. This book therefore, has plenty to offer. 

Current global job market undeniably has increasingly emphasised graduates who are qualified, all- 
rounded and competitive. The ability to use English effectively, acclrrately and proficiently will broaden 
graduates' opportunities to secure top and promising careers in the future. Thus, with the calls both by 
Universiti Sains lslam Malaysia (USIM) and the Malaysian government to underscore the mastery of English 
language among graduates, the publication of this book is  indeed timely. 

It i s  hoped that whist making English more relevant in undergraduates' academic journeys, 
BREAKTHROUGH: A Strategic English for Academic Purposes will be able to boost undergraduates' 
confidence and language abilities. This will eventually benefit their future endeavours. 

PROFESSOR MADYA PAIMAH ATOM 
Director 
Centre for Core Studies 
Universiti Sains lslam Malaysia 
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For undergraduates at tertiary levels, the ability to master English and use it effectively in ensuring their 
academic performance in their respective disciplines is very crucial. At tertiary levels, undergraduates 
often have to wad and write extensively. Considering these needs, the objectives of this book are 
mainly four folds. The book presents authentic reading materials with different levels of complexities, 
so undergraduates will be able to read sources according to their field of studies and at the same time 
practise and polish their existing reading skills. Since universities typically offer English for Academic 
Purposes EAP courses for students who have already have completed their English proficiency courses, 
this book serves as the right platform for them to also read sources across different disciplines. Each 
reading text i s  extended into short writing activities to encourage critical thinking and prepare them 
for academic writing. To facilitate undergraduates in writing from academic essays to research papers, 
this book treats writing as a process and thus it presents and guides undergraduates to find topics, plan, 
organise, develop, and eventually proof-read and edit their own writings. Undergraduates and instructors 
will also find a language awareness section and an editing section to support them towards language 
accuracy and refinement. 

It i s  hoped that BREAKTHROUGH: AStrategic Approach to English for Academic Purposes will greatly 
facilitate learning so undergraduates can use English effectively in their academic and non-academic 
environment in the future. 





READING SECTION 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 
At the end of this section, students are able; 

To use reading skills effectively to help them understand any given genres. 
To read critically and respond to the texts. 
To use reading in preparation for academic writing. 
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