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FOREWORD

English language practitioners have been investing time and
orchestrating effort to improve students’ performance in learning
English as a Second Language.

Thus, this book presents the snapshots of the authors’ understanding and
views of the areas and factors that should be given appropriate attention
in facing the challenges of second language teaching and leaming in the
two main components — Reading and Writing. Although linguistic
aspects of second language learning have been the primary concermn of
practitioners and researchers in second language acquisition field, this
book attempts to highlight the effects of language learning as the other
facet of second language acquisition.

I believe that this book will lend useful insights into the mastery of
language skills among its users, particularly in the context of reading
and writing. More alike effort should be aligned towards the
improvement of teaching quality within our setting by taking into
accounts all possible elements that affect the attainment of teaching and
learning goals in the second language context.

All the best!

Associate Prof. Dr Bhasah Abu Bakar
Dean

Faculty of Major Languages

Islamic Science University of Malaysia



PREFACE

Issues pertaining to English as a Second Language (ESL) are infinite, be
it in the context of teaching or learning. One such issue is the lack of
interest among students in acquiring the language. Series of essays have
been compiled in this book with the aim of exposing a more realistic
understanding of the language needs by unmasking the problems faced
in dealing with 2™ language learners.

This book presents educationists and learners with emerging issues
involving researches on language skills (reading and writing) as
pertinent in language teaching and learning context. Among the covered
topics are learners’ reading attitudes and their comprehension on both
conventional printed texts and on-screen texts (e-reading).

As for the second part of the book, readers may find elements of soft
skills (Kemahiran Insaniah - KI) like the ability of using one’s creativity
to solve problems and of collaborating in groups, being carefully
embedded in few articles discussing on journal writing and peer-editing.

On the whole, this book could serve as fundamental launching pads for
Malaysian L2 practitioners to engage in intellectual discussion. This will
trigger critical thinking that brings about educational importance to
second language development.

Normazla Ahmad Mahir
Noor Saazai Mat Saad
Harison @ Hanisa Mohd Sidek



Using Action Movies in ESL Writing Class: Learners’ Perspectives

CONCLUSION

This study has shown that the technique of using movies in writing
class proved to be beneficial. It enhances the students’ motivation to
learn as they perceived the movie as an attractive tool in learning
English. In addition, the movie provides an interesting platform for fun
activitics. The lesson using movies also helps to foster students’
understanding of the notions of the writing structure. It can also enrich
the students writing by providing content or subject of discussion. This
technique also provides a platform for dynamic discussions which could
also affect vocabulary knowledge as well as critical thinking.

In short, using movies in the ESL classroom opens up a vast
opportunity for language learning. Movies should no longer be treated
just as fillers after the examination weeks but taken into the classroom
as a text itself. Their potential should be manipulated to benefits both
teachers and leamers.
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Using Action Movies in ESL Writing Class: Learners’ Perspectives

APPENDIX

Group 1
Friendship
Search for signs of friendship in the movie. State the exact
scenes.

Group 2
Teamwork
Search for signs of teamwork in the movie. State the exact
scenes.

Group 3 T
Human Reaction towards Change
Search for signs of loyalty in the movie. State the exact scenes.
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