LEARNING CURVE PERSPECTIVE

ebrate Prophet Muhammad's
birthday.

And T read it with his exhortation
to "seck knowledge” in mind. “The
seeking of knowledge is obligatory
for every Muslim,” as reported by
Tirmidhi.

This time [ chanced on a book co-
writien. by Tan Sri Razali Ismail,
diplomat extraordinaire and no
stranger to the Interna-
tienal scene, and more re-
cently an environmental
champion as well as ad-
vocate of social justice.

I got to know him better
when he was Universiti
Sains Malaysia pro-chan-
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Beware of your thoughts

he is “overawed by the Imagery and
symbalism of words”, “Words have
power, force,” he wrote, and “can
disturb vou”.

In my article REeewal-
uate the Use of Terms in
last week's column, I
highlighted the disturb-
Ing way words — ranging
from “liberal”, “secular”
and “radical™ to “ex-
treme® — are used to

cellor, lending his name DZelkyli (misflabel Muslims.
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in-depth profile of his
personality and his
thoughts on world affairs as
Malavsia’s renowned diplomat.

It was, therefore, not surprising
that Razali started his book with
the confession “1 like words” and
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. well: “Words can get out
of hand; you go deeper
and deeper into vour psyche with
them, like demons tunneling in-
side you. It is quite scary.”
It s even more 50 if words trans-
late into paranoia, described by yet

another word, “Islamophobia”, an
euphemism that has come to haunt
many today.

In tnith, this is a word intended

. to incite prejudice against, hatred

towards or fear of Islam, Muslims
or ethmnic groups percelved to be
Muslim, or mistaken to be Muslim
as in the Sikh community.

Indeed some scholars associate
its underlying concept with racism
that is veiled agalnst anv form of
sanction.

This is apparent from a Islam-
ophobia and Religious Discrimina-
tion symposium in 2009 where it
was reportedly stated that the use
af the term “Islamophobia® ab-
solves the user of “the responsi-
bility of trying to understand them
(the discriminated)” or trying to
change thelr views; and it implies
that hostility towards Muslims is
divorced from factors such as skin
colour, immigrant status, fear of
fundamentalism or political or eco-
nomic conflicts.

such is the power of words as
testified by Razall. Unfortunately
not too many are as discerning as
he is and too readily accept the
arbitrary use of words, even to their

detriment and they are unaware of
the imprisoning effect on the psy-
che.

As the saying goes:

“Beware of your thoughts, they
become your words,

“Beware of vour words, they be-
corme your actions.

“Beware of your actions, they
become your habits.

“Beware of your habits, they be-
come your character.

“Beware of vour character, it be-
coimes your destiny.”

Az [ read The UN Chronicle, 1
cannot help but feel the tnith of the
saying about “words®, let alone
“thoughts®.

And how many "destinies” have
been made and destroyed because
we are less careful about the words
that we use or profess to mislead
others.

This comes out quite clearly in
the chapter Searching for a New
Paradigm which begins with the
quote: "As president of the General
Assembly, T feel guilt myself, that
our response (to the Rwanda sit-
uatlon) is feeble,

“As 4 human person, I have a
sense of anger at myselffor holding
this post but not baing able to make
a dent on decision affecting life
and death....”

Ultimately, Razali asks some per-
tinent questions: *Are we just look-
ing at the radicalisation of people
or is it something bevond this?™
and “What makes someone radical,
what makes someone cross that
line?”

These and many more questions
demand more exhaustive respons-
es than mere “words” or “labels” so
as not to distract us from the real
answers and long-lasting solutions.
Otherwise, we will never find out
the answers and we become part of
the problem rather than the so-
lution.

Correction

el
IN this column last wiek, a sen-
tence should read as follows: In
2007, RAND Corporation pub-
lished the report Building Mod-
erate Muslim Networks advocat-
ing key findings... .
The error is regretted.
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