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HE three-day World Educa-
tion Forum (WEF) 2015 start-

ed on May 19 with a bang,
Incheon, South Korea's city of
the future, played host to some 111
ministers of education from all
over the world and more than 300
non-government organisations
= (MG0s) and civil societies con-
cerned with educatlon issues as
well as experts, high ranking of-
ficials from the United Nations Ed-
ucational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) and other
co-sponsoring UN . agencies and

The World Bank.

About 1,500 participants con-

verged on the city to decide on the -

next journey for education under
the theme Transforming Lives
Through Education, or Education
2030, demarking education devel-
opment goals for the next 15 vears.
Thiswas the third in the series after
Dakar, Senegal in 2000 and Jom-
tien, Thailand in 1990. The forum
was said to be the largest edu-
+c:aﬂnﬂ-related global conferetice.
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Unlike the two preceding meet-
ings of the Education for All (EFA)
initiative aimed at providing basic
quality education, the Incheon
meeting took stock of achieve-
ments in the last 15 yvears, and set
new targets and aims come 2030.
Only one-third of member coun-
tries have fulfilled all the EFA
goals, translating into existing gaps
that need to be narrowed. .

This gap becomes éven more ap-
parent taking into account Millen-
nium Development Goal (MDG)
Two: Achieve universal primary
education,

The EFA Global Monitoring Re-
port 2014 admitted that education
goals set in 2000 will not be
achieved by this year. This must be
taken inte account when-devising
new WEF goals If education is to
"transform lives™ by 2030,

What was clear, however, was
that WEF 2015 seemed to take on a
“umniversal profile” rather than pro-
ject the Global South like previ-
ously. -

This was evident from the active
participation of the eivil societies
in WEF 2015,

They came from all over the
globe with their record of success
and invaluable contributions. This

also means that moving forward,
the new education agenda must
recognise- the relevance of NGOs
and civil societies as partners in
education throughout the ecosys-
tems.

More Interestingly, higher edu-
cation was better recognised in the
2015 WEF sessions. The discus-
sions were wide-ranging and com-
prehensive in shaping the future
global education agenda.

In essence, it is intended to af-
firm the rights to education with
respect to access, inclusion, equity,
gender equality, quality and life-
long learning: offers strong rec-
ommendations on financing ed-
ucation {with allocations and
“benchmark” towards “guarantee-
ing" quality education for all); and
promotes vocational training for
youth and adults, and post-tertiary
education, as well as education in
emergency situations, including
disease-affected and war-torn ar-
eds, and disaster-inflicted coun-
tries.

In such instances, it is not just
inclusive but responsive and re-
silient too.

While the countries are Imple-
menting the agenda with support
from partners, UNESCO is expect-

ed to continue its role to lead global
coordination and monitoring
through the Global Education
Monitoring Report.

The issue of Indicators and ed-
ucation governance as well as qual-
ity of educational leadership in the
context of developed and devel-
oping countries remain a concern.
This raises the guestion of com-
min global geals and indicators to
be set.

The developing countries rep-
resented by the NGOs felt that a
nation should strive to achieve the
maximum rather than asplre o
minimal targets for all to meet.

The goals and indicators set are
expected to be integrated into the
UN Sustalnability Development

Goals (SDG) to be adopted this

September by world leaders, giving
credence to the critical role of ed-
ucation, including higher educa-
tion, across many sectors unlike
previously in the MIDNGs,

It will, at once, form the single
agenda for education for the next 15
years as the new vision in line with
SDNG number four: Ensure inclusive
and equitable quallty education
and promote lifelong learning op-
portunities for all.

In the midst in all thiz excite-

New hopes for education

ment and challenges, the sobering
reality remains today — 121 million
children and adolescents are still
out of school, with major inequal-
ities In terms of access and quality.
At least 781 million adults are de-
nled the right to literacy.

To put this right, the post-2015
education agenda must be univer-
sal, holistic and contextualised
within a lifelong learning perspec-
tive of a more just and peaceful
world in ensuring the survival of
humanity and the Earth.

Malaysia, with its new transfor-
mation initiatives ending five years
before Education 2030, has a
chance to lead and showease itself
at the next WEF, hopefully to be
hosted in Kuala Lumpur.

But for this to happen, it takes
hard work as demonstrated by the
Korean counterparts in owercom- 4
ing the real threat of small-mind-*
edness.
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