PAGE 12 | NEW SUNDAY TIMES

JUNE 21, 2015

LEARNING CURVE PERSPECTIVE

AQASID al-Syariah has re-
Moently made a resurgence

after falling into oblivien
and neglect for several reasons,
chiefly due to the so-called “clos-
ing of the door of [tihad”, as al-
luded to by Tun Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi.

He commented on this at the
recent launch of the International
Conference of Magasid al-Syariah
in Public Folicy and Governance
hosted by the International Insti-
tute of Advanced Islamic Studies
(IIAIS) in Kuala Lumpur.

The event augurs well for the
advancement of Islamic scholar-
ship, what with the many new dg-
velopments that are also emerging
at the same time,

Many of these developments will
pose challenges to the question of
governance and public policy
across the board.

By implication, the practice of
“independent thinking” is once
again encouraged through the con-
cept of magasid al-syariah.

)  Breathing new life into
a 5% Magasid al-Syariah

It was observed that several fresh
interests were undertaken recently,
not only at the theoretical level, but
alsp practical ones as well, al-
though the latter is confined to
areas of Islamic banking and fi-
nance, Indeed, many of the former
hawve vet to betranslated into prac-
tice,

This is where the door of in-
dependent thinking must be kept
wide open to facilitate the further
development of magasid al-sparl-
ah. In other words, the centuries-
old concept that came into being
arpund the fifth century — though
remaining valid — can be made
contemporary, on par with the
rapidly evolving world of knowl-
edge.

The discipline of public policy
and governance is just a few of
many that include management,
science, sustainable development
to name but a few.

Lest one is quick to press the
panic button under the impression
that this is hudud in disguise —

after all, too many have partially
understood the term spariah —-
magasid means “goal”, “purpose”
or “direction” while spariah is gen-
erally “law” including divine laws
as understood in Islam.

Taken together, they refer to the
“necessities” that humanity re-
quires to live peacefully in the
world.

They commonly refer to the five
aspects of faith, life, intellect, lin-
eage and resources that must be
protected and preserved at all cost
If peace and harmony are to pre-
vail. This is something that ev-
eryone can identify with since all
the five dimensions resonate with
all. The five aspects are "essential”
for humans to reach a higher pur-
pose of life as advocated by Islam
and all faiths,

It iz incumbent that these five
aspects be seen as maintaining a
state of balance as a whole. The
idea of sustainable development,
for example, is almost inherent in
migasid al-svarigh with the ex-

ception of "faith” perhaps.

The averarching goal is to artain
justice for all, while at the same
time alleviating hardships and
eliminating prejudices — a situ-
ation that Is imperative in the pre-
sent world, given the harsh reality
that is confronting the majority.
Invariably, at least one of the five
essentials Is affected if not all, in
some circumstances such as wars
and aggression-induced tyranmy
that are so rampant nowadays.
Adding to this, the firtations state
of affairs of the social media makes
the magasid a powerful deterrent,
if properly understood and imple-
mented as an instrument of public
policy and governance.

Strong aspects of magasid al-
syariah should not only solve prob-
lems but also ensure that justice is
served, alleviating hardships and
eliminating prejudices that often
result from the failure of gover-
nance and public policies.

Moreover, magasid has one ad-
vantage of being framed within the

context of human dignity — which,
to some, is Inherent in life which
must attain a certain quality that is
assured, protect and preserved to
reflect a dignified life as its higher
purpose goal — beyond mere ma-
terialistic needs and wants, and
numbers and indices.

In this regard, it is noteworthy to
gquote the three categories of the
magasid of which the five essen-
tials are but one; the flrst Is "es-
sential”, followed by “complemen-
tary™ and “desirable” in an ascend-
ing order — the “complementary”
and “desirable” categories are not
strictly “essential” but more of
“nice-to-have” .

In the world of education, this
may be seen from the perspective
of “compulsory™ courses, “elec-
tive" and "optional” courses. That
said, magasid has an important
role to play in addressing the crisis
that is now pervasive in the world
of education with respect to access,
eguity and success or, more gen-
erally, education without soul.

IIAIS must be congratulated for
creating this platform to educate
the public about magasig-and
bringing it to life once agaln.
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