HERITAGE CONSERVATION

Beneﬁts

BASIC knowledge of

Islam should be

enough to ease con-

fusion about the Is-

amic State and

whether they fight for the sake of

religion or are tyrant terrorists that

fight for desire In the name of

religion, The series of massacres,

burnings and beheadings of

hostages who are not involved in

the war are all brutal -acts that

prove that there s no Islam in that
“state”.

However, a recent video showing
| them destroying monuments and
- artifaces at Mosul Museum begs
- the question: are thelr acts in line
with Islamic principles? The sit-
uation is aggravated by the lack of
any-response from Muslim schol-
ars.

In fact, this act was not the first
of its kind. Ten years ago, the

Taliban destroyed the Buddhas of -

Bamiyan, the giant centurles-old
carved statues of Buddha In
Afghanistan. This is not suipris-
ing, as the IS and Taliban come
from the same ideological root,
and statues are considered to be of
non-Miuislim - heritage. However,
when a few sites of early Islam in
the holy city of Mecca comes un-
der threat of destruction, it seems
that even Muslim heritags sites
have no place in Islam.

- In our beloved country, we have
witnessed some-Lembah Bujang
archeological sites destroyed by
developers. While this issue has
triggered outrage from politiclans,
historians, archaeologists and ac-
tivists, they did not seem to attract
Muslim scholars or the religious
authorities 1o make any comments
based on the Islamic perspective.
At the same time, there are claims
that most. treasures from -the

Mﬂummmmmmmd
on the black market. 2

Thﬂmmafewmnﬁlachuhrs &
who claim that heritage conser-

vation-is prohibited in Islam, in-
cluding of Muslim historical sites.
The reason is clear, as most of
heritage material, especially that
from ancient civilisations, are stat-

ues or idols. In fact, Islam, through

its main sources, the Quran and

hadith, does not tolerate any kind

of sacrilege. Moreover, those in-
volved In or support this effort
might be considered to be partak-

ing in blasphemous. activity. This .

view iz explolted by certain gowv-
emments to justify thelr acts in
demolishing heritage sites for
phyzlcal development.

While the Quran and hadith are (& S}

the highest references for Islam,
these two sources have their own
methods of Interpretation and im-
plementation. With the herltage
issue, it is necessary to understand
the concept clearly, instead of
jumping to conclusions. Nowa-

days, heritage conservation and -

‘restoration awareness have

emerged all over the world under
the ‘United MNations Educational,
Scientific and Culrural Organisa-

tion (Unesco). Thus, to relate these

efforts as sacrilegions acts is to-
tally wrong.

While there are no clear verses -

from the Quran or hadith to in-
dicate that this venture is pro-
hibited, a few verses do show in-

directly that ancient herimg& is

vital in Islam.

For example, in Surah Ar-Rum,
Allah said: “Do they not travel in
the land, and see what the end of
those before them was? They were
superior to them in strength, and

they tilled theearth and populated

it in g:ea.ter numbers than these

{paganﬂ have done, and there

" came to them their Messengers
_with clear proof. Surely, Allah
- wronged them not, but they used

to wrong, themselves.” (Ar-Eum
30:9)

According to this verse, Allah
asked people to travel and observe
the ancient remains of bygone
civilisations to learn lessons from
their history. In other words, to
manage and preserve ancient sites
is necessary so that man canlearn
from history. ;

In addition, there are no his-
torical records that the compan-
ions of Prophet Muhammad de-
stroyed any idols, statues or arte-
facts related to anclent ecivi-
lisations. When they conguered
new lands, llke Syria, Egypt, Iraq
and Afghanistan, which are rich in
heritage materials, they preserved
them. In Islam, the companions of
the Prophet were considered to be

the best persons in terms of un-
derstanding and implementing Is-
lamic teaching. If such materials
were against Islam, why did not
the companions destroy them?

As long as there is no clear ev-
idence from the Quran, Sunnah
and the companlons' acts that In-
dicate that preserving heritage
materials s disallowed,; we should
not be oo hasty in coming to
conclusions. In fact, heritage con-
servation Is in line with- the ob-
jectives of magasid syariak, which
are to promote the wellbeing of all
mankind. These objectives com-
prise the following:

PROTECTING RELIGIOM. The sanc-
tity and truth of religion must be
protected by its followers. Presery-
ing remaining materials of bygone
clvilisations could include evi-
dences for ancient folk tales in
sacred books. In other words, it
proves that the revealed book is

truly from God. For example, the
discovery - of the royal ancient
Egyptian mummies verified what
was told in the Quran:

PROTECTING LIFE. The hurman self
must be protected. Preserving her-
itage, especlally monuments per-
talning towars and human conflict,
could be the best reminder, for the
current and future generations to
order keep thelr relationships har-
maonlous and avoid bloedshed;

PROTECTING INTELLECT. Islam en-
courages people to learn and dis-
cover knowledge as far as it benefits
their life. Protecting heritage is in
line with this objective since- it is
the broad source for science, his-
tory, clvilisation, sociology, religion
and art studies as well as ro build up
human intellect;

PROTECTING POSTERITY. To main-
tain life-and pass on the torch to
geneérations to come, Islam aims to
protect progeny. By preserving her-

itage, our history, culture and iden-
tity can be safeguarded. This is
important, especially when a na-
tion faces disputes with other na-
tions, because heritage could be the
main proof to a claim; and,

PROTECTING WEALTH. Feople
need property and money in their.
life, and Islam asserts their right to
gain, possess, and protect them.
Maintained heritage sites and ma-
terial .can boost the economy
through the collecting of tax, and
the local people can benefit from its
tourism.

In a nutshell, if preserving her-
itage Is beneficlal to religlon, ed-
ucation, civilisation and boosts the
Muslim economy, then this effort
should be supported in the name of
Islam,.
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