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LEARNING CURVE

EN it comes to whether ver-
- nacular schools are stumbling
blocks to national unity, the

knee-jerk response from the authorities

is that a certain percentage of the pupils

are from the other ethnic groups, This is

considered as proofthat there isso-called
“national unity®.

This justification lacks deprm in the
understanding of “national unity”.
Worse still, it is rather superficial in the
context of education.

It has been well-established that even
when all the pupils are from the same
ethnic group, there i=s no assurance of
national unity which goes beyond eth-
nicity and religious beliefs. Quite fre-
quently, people of the same ethnic and
religlous groups are al-
50 reportedly at each
other’s throats the
world over,

Simply put, natiomnal
unity Is not about num-
bers or percentages
such as Key Perfor-
manee Indicators. Oth-
erwise, our universities
will not face any issue
of ethnic/religions po-
larisation since wirtu-
ally all of them (except
a few) have mixed eth-
nic groups in their en-
rolment. Sad to say,
this iz not the situation 'r.f:l-l:lﬂ].-r

The fact that “naticnal unity” is one of
five system asplrations in the Education
Elueprints for schools and universities is
evidence of the situation. Linked to this
s “national identity® as one of the six
student aspirations, indicating that we
need a more thoughtful response
grounded on education. If not, we will
continue to pull wool over our own eyes,
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National unity
through education

as the situation continues to Worsen.

“Matlonal unity” is an attitude that
shapes behaviour based on cultural com-
petency leading to a cohesive sense of
belonging towards higher
national values, We have
experienced this several
times when the country
experienced a disaster,
was "challenged” — be it
related to sports or in
terms of security — and
when we rejoiced nation-
al achievements and cel-
ebrated high points in its
history. In almost all such
incidences, Malaysians
spontaneously put their
differences aside and be-
came “one”, offering so-
lutions to better the sit-
uation at hand. We bonded with each
other for the love of the country as the
prioricy.

It becomes a natural way to remain
unified by common national aspiration
to live together regardless of differences
and divides. In this regard, it is inter-
esting to note how one of UNESCO's four
pillars of learning, namely “learning to
live together”, has been Interpreted to

include participating in and cooperating
with other people in all human activities:
and developing an in-depth understand-
ing of others and their history, traditions
and spiritual values. This, In turn, re-
quires the nurturing of a high quality
relationship at all levels that could lead to
inner peace. No figures and percentages
can adeguately capture all these as an
indicator of “national unity™. It is about
behavioural change built on the inter-
nalisation of higher values.

More so, if we consider yet another
pillar of learning that must be accom-
plished at the same time — “learning to
be” which Is closely related to “learning
to live together”,

- It embraces the ability to better one’s
personality and to act with greater au-
tonamy, judgment and personal respon-
sibility. It implies the development of all
the dimensions of the complete indi-
vidual and the belief in a holistic and
integrated approach to educating the hu-
man person, not simply human capital.
Succinctly it instils confidence in con-
tributing to the total development of the
whole being, making learning to live
together more meaningful and lasting.
“Learning to be™ therefore approximates

closely to the aftainment of “national

identity® and strongly supports “national
identity®,

Based on this, the knee-jerk reaction is
unsatisfactory, It may be politically
“sound” but not so education-wise. Par-
tisan politics can only make the situation
worse over time. The reality Is that the
current dellvery framework — be it
schools or institutions of higher learning
— is defective In rooting the two pillars of
learning in advocating “national unity™.
As a result "national unity” remaing ex-
ternal and detached — therefore the
overemphasis on flying the Jalur Gemi-
lang, singing the national anthem and
Idolising leaders. Mothing much is being
internalised as part of learning, regard-
less of the mixed population, The irony is
that these two pillars are well-embedded
within Falsafah Pendidikan Kebangsaan
(Marional Philosophy of Education) but
have been overshadowed by the em-
phasis to produce *human capital”™ in-
stead of the nurturing of a balanced and
holistic "human being®. The time has
come to get the latter right.
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