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of Maqli and Agli. Many are scepti-
cal. It is the institute’s responsibilicy
to share what Islamic Science is all
about, to channel the people to the
sources and get them to gain more
knowledge.

“We may have academicians who
are specialists in Aqli but not Nagli,
50 0t is important to put people from
different disciplines in one place to
work together.

“The challenge for the university
is to integrate Islamic studies, the
Quran and Sunnah, Islamic arts,
social science, the humanities, and
Islamic Sclence, technology and
engineering.”

USIM s approach to thischallenge
iz through its six Centres of Excel-
lence responsible for enhancing the
research environment. They are
The World Fatwa Management and
Research Institute, Islamic Finance
and Wealth Management Institute,
Instituce of Halal Research and Man-
agement, Asian Centre Research in
Drug Abuse, Islamic Science Institute
and PERMATA Insan Centre.

How [ar can research gof Nor
Aripin said that the research into
bee honey, for example, has resulted
in the publication of approximately
45,000 articles. With this volume of
work and evidence, he believes that
the prophetic foods open the door to
many research areas in Islamic Sci-
EMCE.

Headded: *Many have theimpres-
sion that Magli is all about reciting
the Quran. The university needs to
educate the public on the concept
and encourage more lecturers to
conduct research intoe Islamic science
integrating Nagli and Aqli.”

RELEVANT TO PRESENT NEEDS

Ensuring that students graduate with
marketable skills remains a crucial
goal for universities to support the
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workforce with new talent and deliver
increased productivicy. AL the same
time, there is a need to offer varied
options for students to stay relgvant.

In addition to Islamic Scignce,
USIM offers students fresh alterna-
tives — cotirses integrated with Magli
and Aqgli.

One of the pioneers of Islamic
business (Muamalat) in the local
university scene, USIM introduced
the Bachelor's of Muamalat Admin-
istration with Honours programme
in 2002,

Faculty of Economics and Mua-
malat dean Associate Professor Dr
Amir Shaharuddin said: “The niche
ofthe fagulty s Islamic finance which
includes zakat (tithes), wakaf (prop-
erty) and charity in solving current
global challenges in the business
world, Monetary gain is net the onfy
focus, business ethics matter too.

“For instance, while maximising
shareholder profits is vital to busi-
nesses, in the field of Muamalat,
Muslimpreneurs must also focus on
social obligation asa mindset toserve
the public. ;

“We tige case studies to teach and
learn similar to Harvard Business
School but adapt them to the Mua-
malat concept.”

At the Faculty of Science and
Technology, courses include bach-
elor's degres programmes in com-
puter science focusing on informa-
tion security and assurance and
architecture,

Dr Madihah Mohd Saudi, depu-
ty dean of the faculty, said linking
verses from the Quran with contem-
porary subjects is an area that needs
development.

“It is not only about reading the
Quran but alsointegration of content.
We can relate some of theversestothe
importance of cyber security defence
ot information security (in computer
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science). We align Nagli with infor-
mation ethics and human values,”

In architecture, syariah compli-
ance is also-a relatively unexplored
field. “Theentrance toa home should
not face the door of the opposite
house. For security, the hall should
not be the first place one enters in a
home.

“Building a high gate surround-
Ing your house without the consent
of vour neighbour is not encouraged
inIslaminrelation to neighbourhood
relationships. Butatthe sametime, a
functional gate sysiem is 8 necessity
for security,” she sald,

To integrate Nagli and Agli into
the design of the building, one can
look into combining security (Agli)
and neighbourheod relationships
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In keeping with its philosophy,
the university aims to give students
the professional skills they need to
compete in the global employment
market, coupled with a stromg social
conscience — avalue seldom empha-
sised among graduates — making
USIM graduates a different breed in
the workplace.

Amir acded; “We hope to prochuce
creative and trustworthy graduates
who can integrate Islamic founda-
tions with contemporary knowledge
and practices to contribute towards

a more humane, just and inclusive
sociery”

TOWARDS GLOBAL MOBILITY
USIM'sunigue branding not only tar-
gets students balancing both Maglhi
and Aqli as one quality of its gradu-
ates but it also helps them compete
globally. Students, academics and
university brands will encounter
global mobility. This will not only
intensify competition, but also create
opportunities for much deeper global
partnerships and broacder access to
student and academic talent.

For Mader Yahya Alkeinay from
Yemen, who is in the third year of
postgraduate studies at USIM, the
decision to study in Malaysia was
easy for he had not only wanted tobe
exposed to the country's ethnicities
but also tap into the strength of the
Islamic foundation of the university.

Maderisalso founderof IslamTag,
asocial networking website similarto

Facebook specially for Muslims who
are particular about security and pri-
vacy policies, IslamTag has 100,000
members monitored by a team of 10
people.

In 2013, Nader expanded Islam-
TagintoZcholar, focusing onscholars
who want to interact worldwide in a
social network for academicians.

“Zcholarlsacombination of Face-
book and Google Plus. Its users have |
their own enline library as they can
upload and download articles, books
and any educational materialshared
among the members,” said Mader. :

Already inthe process offinalising -
his thesis, Nader hopes that Zcholar
will one day be a virtual source of
knowledge on Islam.,

Recently, a team of students from
the Faculty of Science and Technol-
ogy won a silver medal for a snack
named Crushy Energy Bar at the Brit-
ish Invention Show 2014, Muzzam-
mer Mansor, athird-yearsiudentwho
isa team member, said: “The Crushy
Energy Bar contains all-natural
ingredients mentioned intheSunnah
and Quran such agdates. raisins and
nuts, using milk as a binder to form
asnack.”

The Crushy Energy Baralsowon
a gold medal at the Novel Research
Innovation and Competition at Uni-
versitl Sains Malaysia In Penang.

Being a non-Muslim did not stop
Wickneshwarl Kanagaveloo from
pursuing her master's degree at
USIM. A counsellor teacher, she is
taking a break from work to pursue
the Master's in Counselling (Sub-
stance Abuse) through the Special-
ity Programme for Alcohol and Drug
Abuse.

"It Is important that secondary
school students are exposed early
to the dangers of drug and alcohol
abuse, In my 10 years of teaching, 1
have encountered many youths with
problems arising from this abuse,”

USIM's focus on religion, she said,
iz applicable to dealing with young
people's problems, “A religious point
of view (regardless of the religion)
Encourages a positive view, At the
same time, as the majority of my
students are Muslims, I can apply
my knowledge of Sunnah as a coun-
sellor”
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