








ABSTRACT 

This study aims to look into the aspects of the Malay shadow play that are contrary to the 
Islamic practices and values. To obtain the relevant information and data specifically for 
this purpose, the researcher applies several research methodologies, namely literature 
review, done in the libraries of KUIM, UKM and at the Islamic Center in Kuala Lumpur. 
Other information sources such as the offices of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism in 
Kelantan, the Kelantan State Muzium referred to, and field interviews, asking for 
opinions regarding the matter from the shadow play experts and Islamic Scholars in 
Kelantan are also conducted. The study reveals the awareness among the Malay public on 
the negative aspects of Bid 'ah and Khurafat practices brought about by shadow plays that 
would sway the Islamic belief of the general public. Shadow plays can be shown or 
played but the unislamic elements that are contrary to the true practices of Islam must not 
be included. The Islamic Religious Council mush set the guidelines for this purpose. 
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