LEARNING CURVE PERSPECTIVE

HE Glasgow 2014 XX Com-

I monwealth Games was an

ungualified success. [t re-
portedly received various acelaim.
Commonwealth Games Federation
chief executive Mike Hooper
hailed it as "the standout games in
the history of the movement”.

It was a memorable
achievement for Scotland
and some likened it to the
2012 Summer Olympics
for England. The fastest
man on Earth, Usain Bolt,
described the games as
“just like the London

In the spirit of sports

weightlifting competition — at the
event: Unfortunately, in the rush
for medals, some coun-
tries resorted to so-called
forelgn imports under &
gpecial scheme where tal-
ented foreign athletes are
identified and glven spe-
cial privileges inchuding
citizenship to represent

Olympics” amidst reports gﬁ:ﬁg‘ k the nation in prestigious
that he was critical of the s sporting events.
former. Despite the ab- 5 an honorary This bring sports to a
sence of several games Professorat new low where some
hopefuls and celebrities, University of likened this to “buying” a
" the stature of the games Nortinghaum medal through a proxy
remained untarnished,  @nd Chairof rather than “competing”
The Inclusion of sports  Leadership at for one in true sporting
such as netball and Universiti Sains  fashion,
squash added to the di- slam Malaysia. Sadly, this is nothing
versity not seen in the Emailhim ot New as Sports get more
Olympics. education@nsl. commercialised, and
The games too made it medal tally translates in-

possible for small island
states like Eiribati in the
South Pacific to win its first medal
— @ gold for the 105kg men's

cam

. to national pride regard-
less of the way it is at-
tained.
Today, it is not only the colour of

the medals that matters, but also
the skin colour of the players. Foot-
ball and basketball are the more
notable examples. According to Al-
Jazeera, even celebrities like Ka-
reem Abdul-Jabbar, the all-time
leading US WNBA scorer, was
marginalised from the league for
his candid comments on racism in
Sports,

This, in turn, fuelled rage against
racism in spotrts as those affected
launched their own creative
protests in public. The incident at
the 1968 Mexico City Olympics —
where US track and field medallisis
Tommie Smith and John Carlos
ralzed their fists while the US an-
them was played to epitomise
"black power” — remains the most
symbolic of such protests.

In other words, Sports is put un-
der more scrutiny as it pays less
attention to socio-culiural sensi-
tivitles of mations taking part in
international competitions. For the
Commonwealth Games that has

taken place for 20 times in various
continents, it is only fair to expect
such sensitivities to be taken into
account in the spirit of tolerance
and fair play that underpin the
raizon d'étre of sports.

The listing of Chinese names on
scoreboards is a glaring example as
“surnames” are wrongly identified
based on the assumption that as
they always appear at the end, all
names follow the same naming
convention.

The names of men's double gold
badminton medallists from
Malaysia, for example, were dis-
playved on the scoreboard as Tan
Wee KIONG and Goh Wei SHEM
similar to English bronze medal-
lists Chris LANGRIDGE and Peter
MILLS. While it is all right for the
English pair, not so for the
Malaysians! The same mistake is
rampant even in academic and
business circles.

For Mohd Hafifi Mansor, the
Malaysian gold medallist for the

men's weightlifting 69kg category,
the case is more precarious, since
Malays in general do not have a
surname as such, But vet *Mansor”
{the father's name) is treated as the
SUrname.

What is most astonishing is that
there seems to be no atiempt (o
understand, let alone rectify such
discrepancies ever since the in-
ception of the games as the British
Empire Games in 1930 before the
change to the current NAmMEe As an
international, mult-sport event in-
volving athletes from the CGom-
monwealth of Mations.

Come 2018, a5 a genuine gesmire
to celebrate diversity reflecting the
ecgence of the Commonwealth, the
“naming” assumptions should be
revised for the next Common-
wealth Games in Australia, espe-
cially when the Commonwealth
Games Federation is stilf headed by
a well-known Malaysian who is fa-
miliar with the naming prédica-
ment.

It will be better if more diverse
international competitive sports
like sepak takraw are included in
recognition of the cultural richness
of the Commonwealth as repre-
sented by the tvpes of sports.
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